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e TT is, in y pine one of the _ 
_ * greateſt bleſſings which an in- 
-dividual can enjoy, by means f 
letters to be acquainted wich not 
only the oecupations nd pur- 
ſuits of his countrymen, but WI „ 
out ſtepping beyond the bound 
Ties of his parlour, to K ow the... 
chain of events that command.” 
_ the attention of mankind, and- th = 4 
- Grey e and Aratagems - : 


3 


- of the "moſt Maget enterprizes , 
in the world. The literary amuſe- 
ments, which are daily tendered « 
to the ſtudious and the ſeden- 
tary, who, without knowing the 
| Perſons, are thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the character of the moſt 
celebrated men in the world, are 
many in number; and thoſe com- 
veto, which poſſeſs the greateſt 
fund of entertainment either of 
. 2 "#: ſerious. or ſatyrical nature, have 
the good fortune to be entitled 
to , and to attention. 


5 . a 5 
7 "PR I 


2 TY the life, of 8 man is 
not generally chequered with in- 
ident ſuffieientiy . to 
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n gore A * of Ip to 
mankind, thoſe. only have been ; 
felected for the amuſement of poſ- 
| terity, who have rendered them No 
| ſelves conſpicuous, either by their 
great enterprizes, or by the labors of 
genius and of induſtry, or by their 
ſtruggles with miſery and indi- 
gence. It is, however, too often 5 
the misfortune of men of genius 
to be expoſed to the. calamities 4 
| which accompany : penury; and to 
know few of , thoſe enjoyments, - | 2 
which the more benevolent hand 5 

of fortune has heaped in profſu: 

ſion on the head of ſuch as ne 
ther, — taſte to know heir BN. 
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Aude or judgment to alcertiin 
their value. And to this, per- 
aps, we are more indebted for 
the literary treaſures we poſſeſs, 
than to the wiſh that might ſeem 
natural to every man, to become 


The admiration of the world when 


IS He has oeaſed + to exiſt, 


But without e . reader : 
with abſtraſe reaſoning, let us 


acquaint him, that while he pe- 


| Tufes with pleaſure and ſatisfac- 
I tion, tho' perhaps not without a 


mixture of concern and kindred 
_ forrow, tHe volumes which inform 


Wim of the fate of @ Camoens, 
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. 
the misfortunes of a Savage, or 
the poverty of a Johnſon, we 
have collected a few anecdotes, 
which in their quality are deemed 
not only intereſting, but worthyß 
of his peruſal and kindeſt indul- 

/ gence, If we fail in our attempts, 
we have nothing to complain; 
and, far from accuſing the pub- 
lic of want of taſte, we will | 


| gladly ſubſcribe to our own in- | 


capacity to pleaſe; fully convinced, 
that the ſame wind which has 


ſafely conveyed many a ſhip into: . ” 


the harbour, and. reſtored. thous 
ſands to the prayers and affec- 
tions of friends and of relations, 


#3. bas. 


* 1 
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has often ſhipwrecked a hopefut 
erew on ſomes unknown rocks, 


or ftrewed with carcaſes. ſome 1 
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MAT: fondneſs of 2 


of a young nobleman, whom We wil 
to make known- to our Tea ers 


at 
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1 wh de 6 = his father thought proper, for 
8 | his own convenience, indeed, and not 5 
for the benefit or the improvement 
of his 5 to comply with his wiſhess, 
te permit him to viſit c = 


i tinent. 
Our . hero had paſſed 
. through a ſchool. of no ſmall. note 25 
ſouth of the Thames, and had dif- 
5 Unguiſhed'! himſelf with wonderful eclat 
5 while under the care of 4 capricious. | 
The zol-maſter. In every fracas he was 
Aways foremoſt, and in every thing | 
Wich diſturbed the peace of the 
Tehool or of the town, Lord Wal- 
ford Was exer diſcovered the cauſe 
* * mi nichief” committed. He Was- 
how: to every 3 in tile 
bave ; 
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| thanked him in one body, becauſe, 


on account of his reſidence in the 


Place, they have been commiſſioned, 
de every door - and erery 
window with double bars. He has 
been ſeen marching at the head of. 
his myrmidons, ” with-- drums 
and colours flying, to give” 22H le ito 
Ai numder of reſolute 2 
e he withed 66 corr orrect ; 
he” 0b. 
tained, he was indebted to an Ob. 
nate combat of an hour and res 


quarters, much effuſion of blood, bro I 


ken ſculls, and nearly dhe loſs K 
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3 TT 5 
by lation with; accompanied: it, d 


not break that ſpirit of n 
which | ſeemed congenial with Lord 


N Walford. He gained the conſidence 


of the ſurgeon who attended him, 
and repoſed in his 3 the wild 
eccentric ſchemes: which he had 
formed againſt his approaching re- 
covery. The ſurgeon not only ap- 
proved of them, but even promiſed 
i aſſiſt him in his future projects, 
provided he did not betray his name, 
and make him a loſe the cuſtom of 
the ſchool. Lord Walford, whoſe bo- 
ſom was replete with generous ſenti⸗ 
1 ments, as it was for a time debaſed | 


5 ; by puerilities, ſwore © fidelity to his. 


3 2 medical friend; who, as he Had. 
F made anatomy his peculiar ſtudy ß 
eng the greateſt. Hart; * 8 Tas. | 


| (gt. 
eaſily ſupplied him with a ones of 
| human ſeulls, which he preſerved: with 
* care and ſanity. 4. e 

Our hes, * | ats was | 
always on the wing, iſſued out one 
night, . accompanied by two. confiden- 
tial ſchoolfellows, and introduced him 
ſelf into the church, through a wills. 1 


dow which the Sunday before he had 


taken care to unbolt- He was pre? I 


viouſly | aware that ſome time that 
night a ſet of ringers would come 


and try their ſkill in ſeveral 3 
therefore he prepared hiniſelf not 
only to defeat their purpoſe, but to 
entertain himſelf as well as all the / 
town at their expence. He acc d 
; with great dexterity, fixed the | 
ee with which. UG: was . provi le = 


K 2 


= n ow on a pew that iood abore 
x all the reſt; and by means of a 


"dark. lantern wiüch he had brought, 
he lighted a ag in. each of che 


2 _ 


= - The er effects which the 
fight of this muſt produce, are well 
known to thoſe who have ever ex- 
perienced it in a dark night; but in. 


”” "fuch a place as this, it would ſtill. Fs 
appear in a more terrible light. 
| Lord Walford was appriſed of this * 
but while he already anticipated the en- 
E- tertainment which was ſoon to be ex- 75 
 Hibited, - he recollected that as the 


_ ringers would bring a light Wich 


mem, his ſchemes would be defeated. 
It was therefore reſolved, that the 


en ed be * 


* 
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1 219) 
the church ſhould be Sai 
but it was thought too great an uns 
- andy to atchieve by the two 
aſſociates, and Lord Walford was 
obliged himſelf to make the 1 


e nad re Wee tha place 
of his deſtination; when a key was 
introduced into the door. This wa 
the ringers.— The door flew open 2 
Lord Walford, who ſtood behind: it 
without being perceived, inſtantly put 
out the candle which the man care | 4 
| ried in his hand. This was Atti. 
2 1 4 baden n ef vind— = 
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he Donclüded that the ringers would 
have entered into the church without 
* light, and that his ſchemes would 1 
have been carried into en, 


But another inconvenience aroſe; 


Lord Walford, too precipitate, had 
not obſerved that the pew where he 
had placed the ſculls was in a dif- 
ferent part of the church, and to- - 
ally a= 0 : he therefore repaired to 
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. wy The ringers had Af 8 + 5 2 
” diſplay their matchleſs Kill, when the 40 
8 "Walford, de before. be = 


3 ions much dejected, and. 
| ſuffered the eos 0 come in unn 
4 - moleſted. EE an”. * x 
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the ringers were, and his two com- 


panions followed him at a diſtance. 


Their candles were not extinguiſhed; 
and they carried the ſculls on the 
top of their heads. Lord Walford 
tf liſtened: for a while, and then knocked 
_ gently at the beach of the las. 


The door was opened; and _ ſud- _ 


- the boy who had opened the! gallery 


5 to Lord Walford, that he ſtepped 
> ; 7 back with A ſcreatn, dropped and 
4 extinguiſhed the only light that. Was 
e the room, and fell himſelf as 
- 5 lifeleſs on the ground. The ringer 
5 left in total darkneſs, ſtopped the 

peal, and were as ſuddenly. aſtoniſhed 
at the ſight of the ſculls, which from 
5 r motion of the bearers ſcemedto | 


| have: | 


den ſight of the two ſpectres n mount- 5 4 
#; - ing up ſtair S, had ſuch an effect on 


3 * 


e eee lee : 


N 


355 ; have acquired | life. The n 
was farther encreaſed by Lord Wal- 
ford and his aſſociates, who by ;ruſh- 


ing forwards, and gnaſhing- the teeth 


of the ſculls one againſt the other, 


made the terrified ringers believe Sa- 
tan bimſelf was come to viſit them. 
Not having the boldneſs to face theſe : 


_ ; dreadful ſpectres, they leaped over the 


| E _ -pallifades of the gallery, and eſcaped 
mithout much injury into the church- | 
© yard, leaving Lord Walford maſter of 
Iv the field. After this fucceſsful expedi- 
⁊ꝗoũn, the viorious aſſociates retired, not 
anlittle pleaſed with the confuſion which 


chey had occaſioned. This tranſaQion 


was ſoon noiſed abroad, and our he- 
does had the ſatisfaction to paſs un- 


diſcovered, though not without ſtrong 


Auſpicions. The report was eaſily cre- 


LY 
8 


E 
7 4 
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dited by all the town; and the ringers, 
not to be accuſed of cowardice, ſo- 
lemly declared, that theſe incarnate de- 
vils had attacked them with drawn 
ſwords, vomiting flames and lightning 
through their eyes, a and REN to 


devour them. | 3 
* 
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5 CHAP. l. 


8 U 0 H were the daily occupations 
of Lord Walford, when he re- 


ceived the joyful ſummons to wait on 


' His noble father in London. Yet let | 


it not be believed that he was in the 


leaſt devoid of thoſe virtues, which o 
eminently diſtinguiſh the ſcholar and 


the gentleman. He was admired for 


with which this pedant diſtinguiſhed . 


his claſſical attainments; and the maſter, 
3 who ſeverely corrected him for his ir- 
3 regularities, did not fail to paſs the 
| higheſt encomiums on his genius, and | 


even aſſerted, that of all the block. 
heads (for ſuch Was the appellation | 
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FW 
the brighteſt as well as the moſt ſtupid 
of his pupils) whoſe poſteriors he had 
unveiled, Lord Walford was by far 
the. moſt excellent, and the moſt afli- 
duous. SA” 
.20 part With his ſchool-fellows was 
2 taſk both ſevere and painful to our 
hero; he knew that all their merri- 
-ment and all their jokes were now at 
an end: but as his moſt melancholy 
moments were always fucceeded by 4 
chearfulneſs and generoſity unparal- © 
leled, he determined before he bade 
them adieu, to try the patience of the 
tyrant whoſe ſcourges he had often 
felt and dreaded. His companions, 
who were as equally ſenſible of the 
| pedant” s pride and cruelty, univerſally 
5 es in the conſpiracy,” and ſeconded | 
c2 "© 2 will 


1 
4 .-W_) 

Hin chearfulneſs the views of Lord 

Walford. 


Te * 


It was univerſally agreed to climb 
over the wall, and to rob the garden 

of all the fruit it contained; and as 
chere was a great quantity of the 
richeſt and rareſt kind, this was deemed 


—— —— ——— ñ¶ 22 — t 7 =—= — — — — — | l 
— — . 2 4 > 


a ſufficient obje& of revenge. But 
# Lord Walford, whoſe ſpirit was as 
vindictive as it was generous, de- 
manded a greater triumph, and ſaid, 
: that after the fruit was gone, he would 
- Ril carry his ſchemes farther. 


= - ng. « he dl of night, 
our watchful heroes made the ap- 
pointed depredations; ; and ſo nume- - 

fous were the receivers, that all was 

enten as ſoon as W The part 

1 . 
| 


o * £ „ 8 * 


6 
which Lord Walford was to act, was 
of a more ſerious kind. His compa- 
nions had no ſooner retired to their 
chambers, in ſilent and eager expec- 
tation. of what was to follow, than 
Lord Walford, who had till remained, 
in the garden, fired a gun under the 
maſter's window. The ſuddenneſs and 
the loudneſs of the report awakened 
him, and the repetition of it called 
him to the window, which he imme- 
diately opened. . 1 


e 


Upon this, Lond Walford begin the 25 
moſt hideous yells, and alarmed the : 
houſe: with the cry of murder! mur- ; 
der! The pedant, who was naturally 
of a bold and courageous diſpoſition, 
haſtened away from his room, cover- 
* himſelf with a linen gown . which 

: 8 8 


63% Þ 
de uſually wore in the morning. When 
he opened the garden-door the tries 
Were more piercing, and the noiſe 
Tore hideous, and therefore he ruſhed 
Forward towards that part of the gar- 


ten from * whence the fhrieks pro- 
revded. 


Ford Walford no ſooner ſaw him 
Aqdvancing with bold and rapid ſtrides. 
dowards him, than he determined to 


dcop his courſe. A rocket, aimed with | 


a dextrous arm, fell flaming on his 
q gown, which he had tucked up not 
to impede his running, and imme- 
diately ſet it on fire. This ſudden at- 
_ tack on the pedagogue, made him now _ 
fenſible of his danger; his confuſion 
was increafed, and the more he at- 
_—_ to ſtifle the Hames, the more 
eat e „5 force 


\ 
r re 
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0 (* 
borer did they acquire. When he faw 
' that all was in vain, he had the pre- 

| ſence of mind to run towards the end 

5 of the garden, where, without a mo- 

ments conſideration, he plunged head- | 

long into the river. | 


In attempting to avoid one evil, we 
often fall into-a greater; and, indeed, 
it proved ſo in this inſtance. The pe- 
dagogue was out of his depth, and 
carried away by the rapidity of the 
current; when Lord Walford, with 
the reſt of his affociates, and the ſer- 
vants, whom the noiſe and the cries - 
ſeemingly had called down into the 
garden, came to the bank of the river, 
and by means cf a long pole they 

kept the pedagogue up above the 
ſurface of the water, and he was 

| 4 + _ enabled 


(882 


enabled to reach the ſhore, totally 


exhauſted from the quantity of water 


which he had fwallowed. 

Th 2 POIs Lord Walford 
repaired to town; but we muſt not 
here fail to acquaint the reader, 
that our hero did not triumph on 
this occaſion as on all others. The 
pedagogue was no ſooner recovered 
from the indiſpoſition which this vin- 
dictive ſpirit had occaſioned, than he 


diſcovered the whole plot. The crime 2 
was expiated by the very ſevere cor- 


rection of the greateſt part of the 


conſpirators, and by the expulſion of 


eight of the ringleaders; and Lord 


Walford, much to his honour muſt | 


It be faid, rejoiced to hear that the 
pedagogue had repreſented the whole 
8 | is 
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in proper colours to his noble father; 
and, conſcious as he was of his im- 
prudent behaviour, he did not heſitate 
to pay a viſit to his ſchoolmaſter, and, 
by a becoming ſubmiſſion to obtain 
2 pardon, to which, in our opinion, 
heartfelt repentance. is entitled. 
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ET let not the reader flatter him- 
felf, that our youthful here is 
going to obtain from his. father thoſe 
indulgences which his rank and his 
accompliſhments ſeemed to demand. 
Far from introducing him among his 
friends and neareſt re! ations, the father 
wiſhed him already on the continent; 
and without even permitting him to 
engage in a few of thoſe amnſements. 
and diverſions which are the boaſt of 
5 the great, and the cauſe of emulation 
-among the inferior rafiks of men, 
he was ordered to Prepare for his 
journey. 


It 


Co» „ 
e was not on this occaſion he ob- 
tained any knowledge of the town, 
or of the various places of entertain- 
ment it contains; but with theſe he. 
Was long ago acquainted, and for this 
he was indebted to the frequent excur- 
ſions he had made to Londba from: 
ſchool, with three or four of his aſſo- 
_ cates, either in the. abſence or at leaſt 
without the knowledge of the maſter. 


In vain did Lord Walford depre- 
cate the precipitation of his father; 
in vain did he intreat him to ſpend: 
at leaſt one year m one of the two 
univerſities, and to perfect, under the 
auſpices and favourable climate of 
Oxford or Cambridge, thoſe few at- 
tainments he had already made in 
the claſſics. EDT 
3 
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- The father was deaf to all repre- 
| ſentations, and the more Lord Wal- 
ford wiſhed to create delays, the more 
earneſtly was the time of his depar- 
ture accelerated. He at laſt yielded 
to paternal authority with becoming 
_deference, and, far from attributing 
this hurry to the true cauſe: from 
Which it originated, Lord Walford 
very innocently concluded the views 
of his noble father were to make him 
a man of univerſal knowledge, and 
acquainted with the manners, as well 
as the politics, which diſtinguiſh every 
nation in Europe. 


| The father had often expatiated on 
the uſes and the advantages of travel- 
ung; and our hero, whoſe mind was 
Bo” 1 natu- 


5 


. 
naturally fond of novelty and of enter- 
prizes, was not long before he ſub- 
ſcribed not only with reſignation, 
but with ee to his father” $ 
inen 


To make his equipage 1 
Lord Walford was in want of 
companion, whom the affectation 7 : 
the preſent age has improperly de- 
nominated a tutor, and he would 
have provided himſelf with one with 
out farther ceremony or delay, by 
taking one of his late ſchoolfellows; 
but his father objected, and, indeed, : 
with propriety. He obſerved, that as 
the theatre on which he was now 
- going to appear, was far different 


from what he had ever ſeen in Eng- 
— — 8 land, 


1 49 
YJand, it was requifite he ſhould have 

a perſon of ſome diſcretion, who was 
acquainted not only with the lan- 

guage of the ccuntries over which . | 

they were to travel, but alſo with the 
cuſtoms and uſages of every city on 
the continent. As theſe were moſt indu- 
bitably very neceſſary qualifications, 
the father ſaid it was perhaps requi- 
ſite that ſome time ſhould elapſe be- 
fore ke could procure ſuch perſons. 
Modern tutors, as the noble Lord 
obſerved, were mere ſticks, and not 
more qualified to travel with noble- 

= men s ſons, than his chief butler Was. 

. With a little ſmattering of French, 
and the knowledge of two or three 
phraſes of Italian, they intruded upon 

_ *the confidence of the public, and po- 

Ave declared they had travelled 

over 
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yer every part of Europe, when it 
was plain they had never ſtepped 
beyond the limits of a village. On 
this account, therefore, Lord Wal. 
ford was adviſed by his father not 
to wait for his tutor, but to go 
towards Calais in expectation of his 
arrival, which if poſſible would be in 


a few days. 


In this Lord Walford immediately | 
acquieſced; and as he was to go by 


| himſelf, he begged of his father not 


to travel in his coach or in poſt- 
chaiſes, as the journey would be | 
tedious and uncomfortable, but to 3 
permit him to go in one of the 
ſtage coaches, or in the mail, as 


far as Dover; that, by joining in te 
. Cnnveriation of fellow paſſengers, he 


might | 


might alleviate the pangs he muſt 
feel in parting from fo kind and ſo 
indulgent a parent. The father con- 
ſented; and Lord Walford prepared 
to leave London on the following 
—_— r "oh 
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CHAP... N. 


H E reader may perhaps be an- 
& xious to know the reaſons which 


impelled he father to wiſh his ſon fo 
ſoon away from London and its neigh- 


bourhood, and therefore it is time to 
draw the veil from this myſterious 


: ſecret. Lord Walford's father was al- 


ready advanced in life: and thoſe who _ 


are acquainted with the peeviſhnelſy 


and inquietude which infirmities oc- 
caſioned, or at leaſt accelerated, hx 


youthful debauchery and intempe- 


rance, generally produce, when a com- 
pariſon can be made by the ſufferer 
between his own debility and the 
youth, vigor, and cheerfulneſs of 

vor. I, | 8 thoſe 


thoſe who are around him, will not 
long remain ignorant of the old noble- 
man's impatience. 
Nor was this the only reaſon which 
brought on this wonderful hurry. The 


noble lord was a widower, and like 


many of his equals in rank and for- 
tune, in the years of mental decay and 
| bodily infirmities, he was become an 
admirer of female youth and beauty. 
In ſhort, 'our hero's father had found 
himſelf ſo powerfully captivated by the 
charms of his coachman's daughter, that : 

he thought actual gratification was not 
incompatible with the compoſure of 
his mind. He had made formal ap- 
plications ;* and the youthful maid, 
whoſe beauty was not of a deſpicable 
nature, but indeed capable to inflame 
17 1 „ 754HhE 


4 


the heart of a youthful ſwain as well 
as that of a decrepid old man, had 
yielded more to his good fortune than 
to his perſonal accompliſhments; and 
at that time had full poſſeſſion, not 
only of his warmeſt affections, but, 
what is more aſtoniſhing pt of 
his confidence. 


A... 
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CHAP. v. 


Is e was a 
to our r plpiring hero; A fax 


father, he ——_ 8 wit the firſt to 
to have declared his father was an 
enemy to the whole ſex, ſince he heard 
the many lamentations and affectionate 
groans which the untimely death of 
his mother had occaſioned. This, 

therefore, gentle reader, was one of 
| the reafons why Lord Walford was ſo 

ſoon driven from London; and per- 
haps thou wilt ſay with me, that not 
only this, but a more coercive circum- 


ſtance, called for his departure. 


* 


Jealouſy, 


W Mo.s 
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- Jealouſy,” which is generally the 
faithful companion of too much fond- 
neſs, was, 1 believe, no ſtranger in the 


old nobleman's breaſt; and, in his 


more cool and deliberating moments, 


when he indulged himſelf with reflee- 


tion, he became ſenſible that his Ara- 
bella's love (for ſuch was the favored 


female's name) was not the true effu- 


ſions of the heart, but a cheerful re. | 


ſignation to temporary favor-and pre- 
ſent convenience. He therefore was 


well aware! that Lord Walford's pre- 


ſence would not only accuſe him of 
his criminal connecłions, but moſt pro- 
bably deprive him of Arabella's ten- 


derneſs; and ſhew, in its proper co- 
lors, the receſſes of a heart that can 
never be reconciled to the addreſſes 
of one e whom virtue calls a debauchee 


„ N | and 
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and a vile ſeducer. All theſe fatal con- 
ſequences were then prevented by the 
| preſence of mind which luckily poſ- 
ſeſſed the noble Earl, during Lord 
Walford's ftay in London; and far 
from forming the leaſt ſuſpicion, or 
receiving the moſt diſtant hint, he 
was not even apprized that there ex- 
iſted ſuch a being in the world as the 
beautiful Arabella, 


When the Pio: of Lord Walford's 
departure was come, his father. gave 
him every inſtruction which could fa- 
cilitate his introduction among the 
great, and in the company of the 
opulent; and he furniſned him with 
as much money as would convey him 
to the capital of France, with the per- 

miſſion of being preſent in all the 
1 amuſements 


Re 
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amuſements with which he wiſhed to 


indulge _— 


bl 


He was permitted to draw upon 
bis father's banker as often as he | 
pleaſed, but never more than one 
hundred pounds at a time; and he 
kindly promiſed, that he would not 
only pay the moſt implicit obedience 
to his father's directions, but ſend him 
a very full and circumſtantial account 


of whatever obſervations he ſhould. 


make, and of whatever incidents he 
ſhould meet with. | e 
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, | H E parting was tender and af, 
1 fectionate; and the father, how- 
ever partial to, a favorite, and inatten- 
tive to the real intereſts of his ſon, | 
ſhed. 2 tear of paternal love ; and re- 
+. ceived, with true feeling, the warm 
and prefling return of Lord Walford. 
The impatience of the coachman put 

a period to this affecting ſcene; and, 
1 the laſh of the whip dexterouſly ap- 
_ plied, the carriage was, in an inſtant, 
out of ſight. But let us here take 
leave, for a while, of the noble earl, and 
abandon him to the arms of the de- 
luded Arabella, and to his own re- 
flections, while we purſue our hero to 


dhe ſhores of Kent, 
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To ben was e Walford apt 


1 priſed of the motion of the yer 
hicke; than he wiped away the tears 
that had trickled down his manly 


cheeks; and, with: becoming gravity, 
he began to examine the face and the 
dreſs of is fellow-travellers ; and be- 5 
fore the ſun was buried in the weſt, 
he was enabled to diſcover, by a per 


netrating acuteneſs, and a reflecting 
judgment, not only the profeſſions. of 
his companions, but e their mel” 
- FO 47 noDlop dee She 
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. e the tres; as ;well as from ht 


converſation of his companion on his 
: right 
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right hand, he ſoon knew he was an 
eminent horſe- dealer; and, if he could 
truſt to his memory, he had ſeen him 
once handſomely horſewhipped at a 
fair in the neighbourhood of the ſchool, 
for preſuming to ſalute the wife of a 
recruiting ſerjeant. The gentleman 
in the corner was ſoon diſcovered, by 
his black coat, and his formal wig, 
to be a clergyman, whoſe looks and 
pompoſity informed every perſon pre- 
ſent he was maſter of three good liv- 
ings, and the huſband of more than 
one wife. Oppoſite the reverend 
father fat a gentleman whoſe affected | 
delicacy of features, erect poſture, a 
cane with a golden top, a formal in- 
clination of the head at every word 
urttered, and a leathern bag between 
| his legs, ſoon told Lord Walford this 
3 8 was 
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was a travelling daneing- maſter. Next 


to this harmonious maſter of the 
fiddle, ſat, biting his whip, a gentle 
man, whoſe ponderous pocket-book, 
occaſionally drawn in open view, and 
filled with bank- notes, indicated one 


of that fraternity well known on ine "I 


_ turf by the name 25 Black Lag: 


6 1 1 


1 to [not Walford a * 
only lady preſent ; of whom, however, 


we muſt obtain leave here to beg 


pardon, for our abſence of mind in 
paying ſo little regard to the fair ſex, 
and naming laſt one whoſe affabi- 
lity, condeſcending manners, and po- 
liteneſs, beſpoke the moſt perfect and 
amiable of her ſex. 5 


This lady, to whom our hero dedi- | 


| cated the greateſt part of his attention, 


was 


4 E 29 
5 vpwards of forty; and 
hen ſnhe ſpoe commanded the ſilence 
and admiration of all the paſſengers. 

The harmony which" ꝓrevailed in the 
doach was ſughiy pleaſing to Lord 
Walford; and he was convinced that 
tlie man who poſſeſſes peliteneſs and 
affability, willoomimand reſpect whet- 
ever he goes, and ſpend his time with 


all the cotifores' Which 2700 Kun | 
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1 few ſtages, and ble ſeem- 
ed to have enveloyed 
with a veil. The pena * W 
with his different purſuits, or perhaps 
more by the motion of the vehicle, 
were all _— and Lord Walford A 


alone continued the converſation with _ 


the lady, whoſe engaging manners, had 
captivated him in no ſmall degree, 
A dialogue on ſubjects of gallantrx 
was kept up with wonderful ſpirit, 
yet with becoming decorum, when 
the coach ſtopped ſuddenly in the 
middle of the road. This put an eng 
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to the converſation ; and Lord Wal- 


ford had the curioſity to open the 


coach window, to enquire of the 


coachman the cauſe of this ſudden 


halt. He was going to put his head 
out of the window, when the end of a 
loaded piſtol was thruſt againſt his 
ear: on this imMgiately he drew 


back; and the ſhriek of the lady, who 
became conſcious of his confuſion, 


_ awoke the ſleeping travellers. No 


reſiſtance was deemed practicable, as 


the highwayman who had ſtopped 


them was well mounted, and de- 
manded their money in the moſt im- 


perious voice, threatening to fire if 
they made the leaſt noiſe. There was 
no further need of violence or of en- 
treaties; the travellers without reluct- 
ance emptied their pockets, the con- 


EY” . tents 


("3 F 
tents of which were received in the 
highwayman's hat. „ SATs 


Lord Walford ſaw that the triumph 
of the enemy was complete, but he 
did not fail to obſerve that the piſtol 
had been returned into the highway- 
man's pocket witfhuch compoſure ; 
and, therefore, he drew his purſe out 
of his pocket, and tendered it to the 
victorious ruffian: he, however, was 
cautious it ſhould. not drop into his 
hat, but he dexterouſly threw it far- 
ther, and it fell on the grounß. 


The rattling ' which enſued ſoon 
convinced the highwayman this was 
of more value than what he had re- 
ceived from all the reſt, and he im- 
mediately diſmounted to take it from 
the ground. | 


Lord 


4 55 * 

«Lag: Walford, Who expected no- 
* leſs, no ſoaner ſaw the gentle- 
man ſtoop to the ground, than he 
jumped down, puſhing the coach door 
open, and grappled the enemy. This 
ſudden attack ſo diſcomfited the high - 
wayman, that in attempting to de- 
fend himſelf he. X. Nip the bridle of 
and the frightened animal, by ſaving 
himſelf from the ſcuffle, increaſed his 
maſter's confuſion. The reſt of the 
travellers, who had beheld the conflict 
with great trepidation, no ſooner, ſaw 
Lord Wal ford maſter of the field, 
than they ruſhed out as if to ſhare in 
the ſpoil: the coachman too came 
down from his box, and by giving his 
whip acroſs the highwayman's ſhoul- 
ders, ſwore he had never met with 
ſuch 


+ #- 8-8 
fuch an impudent fellow before. To 
attempt to eſcape from the hands of 
theſe conquerors was in vain, there- 
fore the e deten to his 
fate. 


_— 2 
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CHAF. IX. 

UT while they were conſi dering 

what ſhould be done with the 
priſoner, the horſes perceiving they 
had no maſter on the coach-box, and 
not being exhauſted, as they had only 
run three miles, immediately ſet off 
full gallop, and eluded the purſuits . 
of the coachman. They did not, how- 
ever, run over much ground; their 
flight was ſtopped, as they turned 
| ſhort a corner in a narrow part of the 
road, and the coach was inſtantly 
overſet againſt a high bank on the 
oppoſite ſide. 


Lord Walford, all this time, taken 
up in ſecuring the highwayman, for- 
„pet 


wy Ve 
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BR 
got that the lady who had drawn 


ſo much of his attention, was left 


alone in the coach, and at the mercy - 
of the horſes: but he no ſooner heard 
that the vehicle was overturned, than 
he abandoned his prey, and hurried 
away to the aſſiſtance of the lady: 


The thief, i himſelf deſerted 
by the moſt vigilant, as well as by 


the moſt reſolute, of his keepers, at- 


tempted to make his eſcape; and, in- 
deed, he would have ſucceeded too 
well, and removed himſelf from the reſt, . 

being favoured by the darkneſs of the a 


night, had not the dancing maſter, 


whoſe agility was never exhibited in 
a better cauſe than this, cloſely pur- 
ſued him, and by means of his cane, 


and the encoufaging ſhouts of his 


E 2 | fellows. 
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fellow- travellers, obtained the ſuperi- 
Or * | 0 24M 


But by this time Lord Walford had 
come to the coach, where he found 
the lady in a ſwoon; and, as he con- 
cluded by the poſture in which ſhe 


was diſcovered, almoſt dead by the 
contuſions ſhe had received. He took 


her in his arms; and, as no traces of 


a human inhabitation were viſible, he 
carried her as gently and as carefully 
as he could under the hedge ; where, 
by the application of a ſmelling bot- 


tle which was found in her pocket, 


ſhe - recovered. 


5 Lord Walford 11 an uncommon 
pleaſure in ſeeing her recover; and as 
by this time the coachman and the 


,” 


K 
reſt of the travellers had raiſed . the 
coach, and ſet every thing in its 
proper order, which we muſt obſerve 
had fortunately received no injury, he 
thought proper to convey the lady 


into the coach, and by this prudent 


_ meaſure prevent her from being any 
longer expoſed to the coldneſs and 
the dampneſs of the air. 


- TAE who's grew more compoſed ; and 
became ſenſible that for her preſent 
ſafety, and for her recovery, ſhe was 
totally indebted to the friendly care and 
aſſiſtance of our hero. She thanked 
him repeatedly ; and aſſured him the 
favors ſhe had received from him 
would no more be eradicated from 
her heart, than the dangers to which 


by the violence of the anne | 
E 3 . ſhe 
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ſhe had been expoſed. Lord Walford 
rejoiced in the opportunity he had 
had of being ſerviceable to a lady of 
her character and accompliſhments, 
though he lamented the cauſes which 
had obliged him to forſake her in her 
diſtreſs. His enquiries about her 
health were now more frequent; he 
was fortunate, he ſaid, ſhe had re- 
ceived no greater injuries. The lady 
told him, that from the moment ſhe 
had diſcovered the highwayman's piſ- 
ol at the window, till the time that 
ſhe found herſelf in his arins, ſhe had 


been totally ſenſeleſs; and it was with 
difficulty ſne could be perſuaded to 
believe the dangers to which ſhe had 
been ezpgſed, by the imprudence of 
the ce&chman in leaving his horſes 
2 without a maſter. 


| 
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CHAP. X. 


- the travellers. It was agreed he ſhould 


be properly ſecured, and carried to 7, 


the next village; but, as it was at ſome 


diſtance, no one was willing to offer 
his aſſiſtance in going by the ſide of 


him a-foot: and to this incorrigible 
careleſſneſs and indolence of the tra- 


vellers, the highwayman might foon- -? 
have been indebted for his releaſe, 8 


had not the coachman ſworn that the 


gentleman ſhould immediately mount 


the box, and ride with him. 
. EB4. a8 
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UT now a conſultation was held 
how to diſpoſe of the priſoner, 
hols diſhoneſty had given riſe to ſuch 
uncommon accidents, and deſtroyed the 
harmony and the peaceful ſlumbers of 
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3 This SOYA univerſally approved 3 and 


the coachman, who was as fond of 


his own ſafety as any of the reſt, took 


care previouſly to tie his hands behind 


his back with the ſpare reins with 


which he was provided againſt any 
accident. After riding about eight 
miles, they. came to a little village, 
whoſe name we have unluckily for- 
gotten; when the highwayman, tired 
with his ſituation, begged the coach- 


man to ſtop, and to ſuffer him to 
alight. The coachman replied in a 


ſurly and exulting tone, and ſwore. 


that he ſhould go as far as himſelf, 
except he gave him half-a-crown to 
drink his health, and to with him a 
quick and ſafe paſſage out of this 
world, 


* 
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iv #47 
* / $ He 
* v1 


(-"93 9 

The highwayman 6 who had hitherto 
deen ſilent, not more from motives of 
policy, than from the ſuſpicion that the 
: coachman' s principles'were honeſt, no 
ſooner heard him mention the name 
of a bribe, than he formed hopes of 
greater and more illuſtrious atchieve- - 
ments. He told the coachman, in 
very polite terms, to drive on as he 
pleaſed; and he lamented his having 
been the cauſe of giving him ſo much 
trouble: but when people are unfor- 
tunate, he added, there is no alter- 
native. I was once, ſays he, like 
yourſelf, the very driver of this ma- 
chine, and for many years I met with 
the approbation of ſuch as were paſ- 
ſengers in it. An unfortunate even- 
ing was the cauſe of my ruin; I drank - 


th too much freedom with my bro 


55 thers ; 


1 5 


(66 7 
thers of the whip; and inſulted, on my 
retura home, the maſter that employed 
me; for which I was turned out of 
my place. To live, I had recourſe to 
the meaſures which have bong: me 
into your hands, 


This Rory, — Fang al 
the energetic perſuaſive eloquence 
which duplicity can uſe, began gra- 
dually to operate on the feelings of 
the coachman; and he ſeemed inclined 
to liſten with more eagerneſs to one 


who had been his predeceſſor in buſi- 
neſs, and his equal in rank. He felt 


ſome concern; and the highwayman, 


who watched all his motions, imme- 


diately added, that if he would ſet him 


free, he would make him maſter of a 
fifty pound bank note. 


This 


0 Þ 
This was too tempting an offer for 
the philoſophy of our driver toreſiſt: he 
conſented, and ſet him ar liberty. Too 
eager to eſcape from cuſtody, the high- 
wayman leaped down; but unfortu- 
nately his coat being entangled in the 
wheels, he was brought to the ground. 
The coachman ſtopped to allow him 
time to get clear of. the wheel, which 
occaſioned Lord Walford to peep 
through the window, and to enquire 
into the cauſes of this ſudden delay. 
Lord Walford no ſooner ſaw the coach- 
man's friend at liberty, than, exclaim< 
ing, Stop thief! he leaped out of the 
carriage, and purſued the flying gen- 
tleman. He was ſoon enabled to 
come up to him, and to ſecure him in 
ſuch a manner as prevented a ſecond 


eſcape. | : 
= _ 


' . 


CWY 
"v1 The coachman, as well as the tra- 
vellers, who had not been ſilent ſpeg- 
tators of the agility of our hero, joined 
in the purſuit; and, as if pretending 
he had untied his own hands himſelf, 
the coachman applied his whip to his 
ſhoulders with ſeeming reſentment ; - 
and, without entering farther into his 
caſe, he aſſiſted in conveying him back 
to the village through which they had 
juſt paſſed. The highwayman was 
delivered into the cuſtody of a con- 
ſtable; and we have the ſingular ſa; 
tis faction to inform the reader, he was 
tried at the aſſizes, which were ſome 
time after held at Canterbury; and, 
being found guilty, he was condemned 
to be tranſported to Africa, 
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CHAP; It 


H Es E neceſſary delays had ſo 
far retarded the progreſs of our 


travellers, that a conſiderable part of 


the journey remained ſtill to be gone 
over, when they were deſired to ſtep 
out of the coach to breakfaſt. This 


ſummons was gladly accepted by the 
company; but Lord Walford ſeemed 
to have loſt his wonted ſpirits and 


agreeable cheerfulneſs, when the lady, 
whoſe attention his politeneſs and af- 
fability had particularly engaged, took 


her leave of her fellow travellers. 


5 * 
* 


She with great condeſcenſion 


thanked our hero for the many marks 


. . 
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& * 
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Ss 
of civility ſhe had received from him; 
nor did ſhe omit to tell him, that the 
dangerous fituation' from which he 
had fortunately ſaved her, under the 
providence of heaven, entitled him to 
all her gratitude; and therefore, ſhe 
faid, the ſhoutt reckon it among the 
moſt agreeable and fatisfactory no- 
ents of her life, to ſee him under her 
hoſpitable roof, i in one e of the corners 
f ol Kent. | 99 85 


4 


By this time the lady 8 carriage, that 
had been waiting for ſome time at the 
inn, was ready to receive her. Lord 
Walford aflifted her in getting into 
the carriage ; and his very low bow 
was anſwered by the lady, who imme- 
r AWE 9 £7: 


mile. His curioſity led him to en- 


„ 
Aſter breakfaſt our travellers again 
embarked, and ran with great celerity 


over the next ſtage. As the horſes 
were here changing, Lord Walford's 
attention was called by a great crowd _ 


of people that were aſſembled toge- 
ther, and feemed in great confuſion, at 
the diſtance of about a quarter of a 


quire into the cauſes of this meeting TY 
and he was informed, that on that 


day was to be played a cricket math} -3 
between a number of e for' 2 — 


conſiderable wager, Dae 


This was a diverſion in which he 
had particularly excelled while he was 
at ſchool, and at the mention of it he 


was induced to leave the coach; and, 
hor = directions to the .coach- 
© ONCE, man 


2 


EH. - 

ö an where to leave his N and 
other particulars which are not in- 
tereſting to the reader, our hero ad- 

vanced to mingle among the crowd, 

and to become one of the ſpectators. 


Soon after the competitors for fame 
arrived; and among them our hero 
had the ſingular pleaſure to diſcover 
Mr. Bright, a gentleman with whom 
he had lived in the greateſt intimacy 
while at ſchool. The elegance of 
Lord Walford's perſon, and the come- 
lineſs of his appearance, ſoon com- 
manded the attention of the ſpectators; 
and Mr. Bright did not fail to intro- 
duce him to the reſt of the club, as a 
1 particular friend of his, with all 
„ e recommendations of his birth, his 
anni enrs and eſpecially his 
een, ; 


' 
| 
| 
| 5 P b 
| | ; | | | 
l | | EO BR Te CS 
| 


. © 
| ſcientific knowledge in cricket-ptay- 
ing. By the unanimous conſent of 
bc- h parties Lord Walford was choſen 
_ umpire ; and he had ſoon the ſingular 
pleaſure to fee victory declare for his 
friend and his aſſoclates. | 


- 1 
, 1 


No ſooner was this match decided 

than all the combatants retired to a 
tent in the plain, where an elegant and 
ſumptuous entertainment was provid- 
ed, and the day was paſſed in the great - 2 
eſt conviviality and good humour. 


As every gentleman preſent lived 
at ſome diſtance from the place, the 
more ſober and regular part of the 
company retired early in the after- 
noon ; not however before a number 
of play-bills had been a__ on ; 
Eu table. | 


JJ 
T 0 hear oſ a play in this part of the 
world, was as uncommon as to hear 
the cuckow ſaluting the riſing ſu-- in 
the ſhows of December; therefore 
many gentlemen of the company or- 
dered their carriages to be got ready 
againſt the evening for the play. Among 
chefe was Mr. Bright, whom Lord 
Walford was glad to accompany. 
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CHAP. Xl 


In E place where this play- way 
exhibited was at the diſtance of 
a few miles, It was denominated a 
Theatre Royal; but, alas | what was 
our hero's ſurprize, when he diſco- _ 
vered it to be nothing but a barn in 
an open field. The ſoaring muſe of _ 
Shakeſpeare was here ta clip her wing. 
and to pauſe for a while; and the re- 
morſeleſs Moor of Venice was here co 
exhibir the murder of virtue and af 
innocence. 


:  w_ Wy > 


The reader, who may. perhaps have | 
fon on a village ſtage heroes bleeding, ; 
ip dethroned, and lovers Gooding | 

| 5 the 


| 1 
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the tears of Ifappointment, will not 
here be diſguſted to accompany Lord 
Walford-in this homely retreat; and 
to contemplate, as many others before 


5 have contemplated, the head of a 
. conqueror, and the fate of an exten- 


ve empire, at the mercy of a ruined 
barber. It was here no ſmall farif- 

faction to the claffical ſpectator to ſee 
the Roman faſhions returned to actual 


1 life; and to behold, as once at the ex- 
= hibition of the comedies of a Plautus 


or a Terence, the curtain drop on the 


7 ſtage, inſtead of being artificially drawn 


up, as in the elegant houſes of Covent 
Garden or of Dry LA. 8 


\ 
5 / 


FT his however, which might pro- 


. the opinion of ſome, betray 


fimplicity in the manager, was one of 
82 5 © x - the 


(#1 


the Hoſt convincing proofs of his at- 
tention and providence, This faid 
curtain was nothing but an old carpet, 
almoſt worn out by much uſe; and it 


was no ſooner dropped on the ground, 
than immediately four maidens, far 
more beautiful and comely than that 
ruſtic virgin of yore who worked ſo 
powerfully upon the mind of the. 
Knight of La Mancha, that he went | 
in ſearch of adventures, to conquer 7 4 7 


conquerors,” and to protect innocence 
and virtue, ſtepped with becoming 
grace, and by placing themſelves at 
the corners, quick as the twinkling of * 


the eye, hid all the deformities of the. 


floor, and covered all the holes which 

might endanger the lives of the ſoftly⸗ 
77 | treading actreſſes, by r it IM: 
over fn ſtage. 9 Ee: "I ; 
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8 
The other decorations of chis royal 
theatre were in uniform with the cur- 
tain; and thoſe who have ever ſeen, 
in perfection, the repreſentation of. 
Othello on a London ſtage, would 
never come here with an intention to 
pity the fate of the amiable and the 
_ _virtirous Defdemona, or curſe the per- 
fidy and inhumanity of an Lago. But 
the lake will often imitate the rearing 


' billows of the extenſive ocean; and 


the ſweet and melodious ſtrains of the 

nightingale are often oft in the rude 

dad infarmonious inintativn of an un 
Kilfol warbler. 


— The ateineſbn/ of the er wad 

bon called dy the appearance of 
rde actors; but the merriment which | 
they occaioned may better be con- 
26-1 T8 5 8 cr. d 


en 
ecived- than deſcribed, He who has 
ſeen a company of ploughmen regal 
ing themſelves after their labours, 'ift 
the riot of an alchouſe, will form arr 
adequate idea of the ſenate-hduſe in 
which the Duke of Venice was per- 
 ſonified by an aukward fellow, beter 
entitled to the name of butcher * 
of a Prince. 
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"The actors were welle | aware 5 * 
incapacity, and of the amuſemenes | 
they afforded to tneir numerous eri 

tics. But, however, to them it Was 

an uſual treat; and they proceeded, if 
not without ſpirie, at leaſt with Too 
rent e 5 | 


*J ge 


Ti ic es part of the 3 ä 
* however, ſoon changed the hiſfes c 
MY 1 * and 


bad it n hebVeng' into 


Gees 
and the ridicule of the audience, into 
the deepeſt ſilence and the moſt aw- 
ful attention. The tears which the 
Moor ſhed on the occaſion were the 
tears of nature; and when he told the 
virtuous Deſdemona ſhe. was © as 
. falſe as hell ;” and bade her, «.away | 
away!“ the- plaudits were univerſal. 
| The hero of the piece continued; and, 
forgetting the character he repreſent- 
ed, he ſpoke the ſtrong energetic lan- 
- guage of the heart; and by the ju- 
dicious, but acbide ngen alteration of 


: It ha oa d how! n 

To try me with! affliclion; he has . 

All kinds of ſores and ſhames on wy bare 
head, N Sx 92 

Steep ar me in poverty to the very * 4 


See, al e 


en 

Viv 'n to captivity me and my hopes, 
And I have found in no place of my foul 
A drop of patience—— 


he drew the eyes of the audience from 
| Deſdemona on himſelf. Othello was 


forgotten ; and the poor indigent ac- 
tor was ſeen ſpeaking with the voice 


of nature, and telling his ſpectators 


the miſeries of the hero were his own, 


and poverty inevitable. 
On this the tear of ſympathy was 
ſeen burſting from every eye, and the 
triumph of nature was complete. Ne- 
ver did Garrick, in the height of his 


theatrical ſplendor, or Siddons en- = 
| throned in the midſt of her boaſted = 


reputation, receive more Juſt applauſe, 


uy. was that moment beſtowed: upon 
. : | b i 25 3 : tlie : | 
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oo feelings of the actor. Even thoke 
whom the hopes of critjcifing, and 
of ridiculing, had called among the 
number of the, ſpectators, learned to 
pity, and to ſhed a tear. They would 
_have encored ; but the ſenſe that it 
would only repeat the ſorrows of the. 
actor, ſtopped them in their career, 


and the play was continued. Yet let 


riot the reader vainly flatter himſelf, 
- the ſucceeding ſcenes commanded the 
_ filence and the attention of the houſe 
25 before. 


ö The 8 of the actors gave 
new and mere urgent cauſes to ridi · 
eule ignorance, and to deſpiſe their 
weak unſucceſsful efforts to pleaſe. But 
now the cataſtrophe of the play was. 
apptoaching z the fate of the beautiful 
: > Deſcdemona 


hoy 


11 


phed 


1 


Deſdemona was already decided; and 


* 
» 
* 


* 


Iago already tr 
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the ambitious 
in her fall. 
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C H A P. XIII. 12 


UT flatter not thyſelf, gentle 

reader, that here thou art to 
behold a virtuous and amiable woman, 
ſoftly repoſing on a bed adorned 
with rich and elegant curtains, and 
every thing which can captivate the 
eye, and pleaſe the fancy, of the ad- 
mirer of opulence and of finery. Not 

here the daughter of the dignified 
Brabantio was married in poverty ; 
The lived in affliction, and here ſhe was 
doomed to periſh on the bed of indi- 


ö — 


Here, therefore, expect not, reader, 
the pomp of palaces; and let not thy 


ane be Tale or thy indig- 
nation | 


PF % 
9 


Ca * 

nation be excited, to ſee. the une 
nate Deſdemona apparently ſleeping 
not on the ſoftneſs of down, but in a 
wheelbarrow, whoſe poſition and ſhape 
indeed rendered her ſituation very 
-painful, if not deem. 


| Theſe, TOOL were very gene- 
rouſly diſregarded by the actors; and 
all the audience ſtood in the moſt 
profound ſilence, expecting the ter- 
mination of this wonderful ſcene ; when 
the jealous Othello, who knew. that E 
he muſt ſtifle his reprobated wife, ran 0 
without any expoſtulations either to =_ 
himſelf, or to his conſcience, to Def- 
demona. But ſoon he recollected he 
Vas not provided with the inſtruments _ 
which were to cauſe her death ;* there- 
3 with the greateſt compoſure, 
1 BO "Kiting 


Kixing one of the ſkirts of his ragged 
coat, he violently 5 26a it to Deſ- 
ha $ face. 


e e was expecting 
ſuch a treatment, or perhaps unac- 
gquainted with the part ſhe was to act, 
and thinking ſhe was not tamely to 
fubmit, roſe up with ſome indigna- 
tion; and ſeizing Othello by the hair, 
brought him to the ground, ta the 
no ſmall entertainment of the com- 
pany. Othello ſwore he never would 
be treated fo by a woman; and imme- 
diately ran away from the ſtage, and 
Vas as quickly followed by Deſde- | 


| NW - 
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This raiſed duch an — in the 
houſe that to appeaſe the indignation | 
3 N ö 6; 
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of the ſpeQatats, and ſtop their bikes, 
the manager made his appearance, and 
promiſed that the ſcene ſhould begin 
anew. Agcordingly Deſdemona was 
again exhibited ip the wheelbarrow, 
and Othello ſoon approached, yet not 
with ſa much confidence as before, 
and he began to perform the opera-. 


tian of fuffacating ; this, however, 5 


was done with ſuch exquiſite feeling, 
ſuch trembling hands, and ſuch ap» 
prehenſions of hurting the fair one, 
that Deſdemona, tired with his pre- 
cautions, as well as the aukwardneſs of 
her ſituation, exclaimed, © Quicker ! 

quicker!” and excited the hiſſes, as 
well as the ridicule, of all the houſe, | 
Othello retired with precipitation; and 
Deſdemona, who knew that the per- 
- A dead perſon, ne mo- 8 8 


T2 7 
tionleſs, to the no ſmall entertainment 


of all. 


— 


ene Walford, however, who had 
had the curioſity to ſtep behind the 
ſcenes, and to examine more minutely 


the characters of the actors, ſeeing the 


ridiculous ſituation of the heroine, ran 
with agility towards her, and rolled 


the wheelbarrow acroſs the ſtage. 
Deſdemona, who now began to think 
ſhe was rather in danger, called out 
to this bold adventurer, and bade him 


ſtop. This produced ſo much laughter 
all over the houſe, that Lord Walford, 
who was not leſs entertained than his 


companions, completed the ſcene, by 


overſetting inadvertently the wretched 
| heroine, who ſaved herſelf with precipi- 
tation from the ſcorn of the beholders. 


F : 


From that moment the actors re- 
fuſed to appear, conſcious of their 
incapacity; and the play was conſe- 
| : AP 
quently concluded. * | 


It muſt however be mentioned, that 
Lord Walford, before he left the houſe, 
much to his honour and credit, ſhews 
ed ſome concern for the poverty and 

miſery of the actors; and by his own. 
generoſity, and the equally liberal con- 
tributions of Mr. Bright and his aſſo- 
ciates, a very handſome ſubſcription 
was immediately raiſed ; and Othello, 
as well as Defdemona, were ever after 
enabled to tread the boards, if not with 
more ſkill and ſucceſs, at leaſt with 
better apparel, and more engaging 


feenes and ornaments. : 


37 
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3 H A P. XIV. 


FT ER the play Lord Walford 

retired to the manſion houſe of 

Mr. Bright, at the diſtance of about 
6x miles, where he remained that 
night, and part of the following day. 
Here he again paſſed over, in recollec- 

tion, thoſe ſcenes which he had viewed 
in his more juvenile years; and he 

ſeemed to feel double pleaſure in being 

in the company of a friend with whom 

he had ſpent many hours of cheerful- 

neſs and amuſement. 


, Mr. Bright's family were not a little 
delighted with the accompliſhments 
1 our hero; and his mother ſaid, if 


her 


„„ 
her ſon had made no other acquiſi- 
tions at ſchool but the friendſhip of 
Lord Walford, yet ſhe would think him 
more rich and more happy than any of 
his neighbours. The preſſing invita- 
tions which he received to remain there 
ſome few days more, were declingd 
with much civility, and r many grate- 
ful acknowledgments; and Lord Wal-- 
ford, who had not forgot the injunc- 


tions of his father, parted from his 
friend, and ordered a poſt chaiſe to 
carry him to Dover. | 
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Ar E R going if ixteen miles or 
upwards acroſs the country, he 
ſtopped at an inn; where, being much 
exhauſted and fatigued, he ordered a 
dinner. After dinner, as he was view- 
ing the beautiful landſcape that fur- 
rounded the houſe, and admiring the 


ſublimity of the ſcene, his ears were 


aſſailed by a ſudden ſhriek, which 


wa ſeemingly followed by a mourn- 


ful ſilence. He looked downwards, 
and on every ſide, to ſee whether he 
could diſcover any es 


1 ſaw Wanke a b with- 


out his rider, e on the road 
- „ with 
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with all the celerity which a fright or 
a aſudden flagellation can occaſion, par- 
ticularly alarmed him; and he hurried 
with precipitation out of the houſe.” 
At the ſight of a number of waiters 
and coachmen ſtanding together, he 
ruſhed among them; and what was 
his aſtonithment to ſee, in the midſt 
of them, a lady apparently dead, 
without any one preſuming either to 
raiſe her from the ground, or even to 
touch her, as if their hands had been 
unhallowed and profane. 


He did not” long remain a filent 
| ſpectator; he raiſed the lady in his 
arms, and with the aſſiſtance of thoſe 
that ſtood near, and who now fol- 
lowed his example, he carried her 
into an apartment at the inn. The 

9 1 |  landlady, . 


* 0 


ln) 


| luadlady, whoſe humanity and atten- 
tion ſhall never be forgotten, no ſooner 
heard the misfortune that had hap- 
pened, than ſhe. hurried to the place. 
The door was blocked up by a great 
number of people, whom curioſity or 
eoncern had aſſembled together; but 
none preſumed to enter the room, ei- 
ther out of reſpect for the fair ſtranger, 
er the hero who had on this occaſion 
afforded her aſſiſtance. 


The nip was no ſooner uſher- 
ed into the room, than ſhe found 
Lord Walford- alone with the lady, 
whom he had laid down on a ſopha. 
The paleneſs of her cheeks, and the 
animation of her looks, convinced 
them ſhe was no more; yet the heat 
Which was immediately communicat- 

Os ed 


6 
ed by the touch of her arms, ſeemed 

to indicate ſhe was reſerved for better 
days, and more happy hours. N 
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The landlady felt the concerns of a 
mother. A ſurgeon was called with- 
out delay; and Lord Walford was 
happy to hear him declare, after he- 
had drawn a little blood, the lady was 
in no danger. She was immediately 
removed to bed, and by the aſſiduitʒ 
of the ſurgeon, Lord Walford, and 
the landlady, the moſt evident ſigns 
of life began to appear; and in about 
an hour ſhe had perfectly recovered all 
her ſenfes. Yet no ſooner did ſhe 
become acquainted with her ſituation, 
than ſhe again fell into a ſwoon; from 
which, by the redoubled attention of 
her attendants, ſhe was relieved. 
04, The | 
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The cauſes of her anxieties were nu- 
merous: ſhe had an affectionate parent 
at home, whoſe tenderneſs would be 
ſhocked in the higheſt degree, when 
the was informed not only that her 
beloved daughter was not returned, 
but that her horſe was come home 
without a rider. | 


Theſe apprehenſions, however, were 
gradually lulled afleep; and by the ſooth- 
ing expreſſions and ſucceſsful entrea- 
ties of the ſurgeon and Lord Walford, 
ſhe grew calm and compoſed. Yet ſhe 
no ſooner felt herſelf reſtored in ſome 
degree to her wonted vigour and ſere- 
nity, than ſhe more ſtrongly begged 
of thoſe that were preſent to conduct 

her home without delay. In the midit 

of people, who were to her ſtrangers, 
| | 5 | T and | 


Ul 


6 
and at the diſtance of above thirteen 
miles from her reſidence, ſne ſeemed 
to look for relief in the countenance 
of all preſent; and had it been the 
greateſt ruffians in whoſe hands ſhe 
was then fallen, ſhe would have look- 
ed to them with the ſame eagerneſs, 
the ſame confidence, and expreſſive 
exe. 
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She was no ſooner declared capable 
of bearing the fatigues of the journey 
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without danger, by the ſurgeon, than 
Lord Walford, whoſe humanity was 
ever conſpicuous on every occaſion, 
offered to conduct her with ſafety, 
and to protect her from every danger, 
till ſhe was reſtored to the arms of her 
afflicted family. The expreſſive look 


of gratitude witl which the lady re- 
. | ceived 
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ceived this generous offer from Lord 


Walford, without being accompanied 
with words, ſeemed to animate our 
hero, and engage him more ſtrenu- 
ouſly to protect innocence and virtue. 
He ordered a chaiſe immediately to 
be ready; and the lady, who perhaps, 


in the opinion of ſome, had not ſuf- 


ficiently enquired into the character 
of this voluntary protector, though 
ſhe had heard the moſt flattering ac- 
count of his attention to her when 
ſenſeleſs, from the landlady, ſuffered 
herſelf to be conducted into the car- 
riage; and from her regard for the 
peace and tranquillity of her friends, 


preferred to travel in the night under 


the care of a ſtranger, than femain 
buried in endleſs anxiety and comfort- 
leſs impatience in the retreats of an 
inn. 


(,99 ) 


Sa 


— 


V this time the night was already 
advanced, and the carriage mov- 


ed beyond the eighth mile with won-⸗ 
derful celerity. The lady, whoſe name 


the reader muſt know to be Lucy Mel- 
font, thought herſelf already reſtored 


to the affections of her mother, and 


believed that all their anxieties were 
already ſucceeded by much gladneſs 
and many rejoicings; and Lord Wal- 
ford already congratulated himſelf on 
being inſtrumental to the preſervation 
of ſo much beauty and excellence: 
when the converſation was ſuddenly 
interrupted by the violent report of a 


blunderbuſs behind the carriage, and 
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the repeated hue and cry of Stop 
thief! ſtop thief Lord Walford, 
on this unexpected alarm, had ſcarce 
time to diſcover that the chaiſe had 
ſtopped, when both the doors flew 
open. He found himſelf violently at- 
tacked, and collared by a man who 
_ dragged him from the carriage and 
brought him to the ground. He would 
have retorted force againſt force ; but 
as he attempted to raiſe his arm in 
his own defence, he found that not 
one, but three ſtout fellows puſhed 
on him on all ſides; exclaiming, with 
great triumph, Seize the raſcal ! ſe- 
cure him! ſecure him Vet the great 
diſtreſs in which he found himſelf, did 

not prevent him from telling them to 
ſpare the lady. Let your vengeance, 
fays he, fall on me; but let not the 
. lady 


Ca 
lady receive even the ſmalleſt injury 
from your violence, Let me be ex- 
poſed to your fury; let your diſplea- 
ſure fall on my head; but, oh! let 
the lady be entitled to your protec- 
tion, and to pity. | 22515 


The reſignation with which Lord 


Walford ſeemed to ſubmit to ſuperior 
force, relaxed the attention of his ene- 
mies; and two of them had left him 
to ſecure the lady, and filence the 
poſtillion, who was going to take an 

active part in the ſtruggle: when per- 
ceiving the triumph of his keeper 
had rendered him negligent of his 
duty, he wreſted from him, with ſud- 
den violence, the loaded piſtol he 


held in his hand, and with one blow 


he immediately brought him to the 
8 ground; 
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ground: and, ruſhing to the carriage, 
he found one of them attempting to 
remove the lady into another car- 
riage, which he now perceived ſtand- 
ing at ſome diſtance behind. This 
violent intruder he attacked ſo furi- 
ouſly, that he obliged him to aban- 
don his prey, and to riſe in his own 
defence. | 


It was, however, in vain: the con- 
ſciouſneſs of integrity animated Lord 
' Walford; and to deliver himſelf from 
the reſiſtance of a new enemy, he diſ- 
charged the piſtol he held in his hand, 
and wounded him in the thigh; and 
with another blow he diſpatched the 
other ruffian, who attempted to diſ- 
mount the poſtillion. 


(- a J 


HAF. 


E had no ſooner found himſelf 

maſter of the field, than, with- 
out taking any concern for the de- 
feated, he haſtily leaped into his car- 
riage, and bade the coachman drive 
with all impetuoſity. He endeavour- 
ed to compoſe the lady, whoſe ſpi- 
rits were not a little rofled by this 
extraordinary accident. Indeed ſhe 
had fainted away when firſt the car- 
riage was ſtopped; and though ſhe 
was not totally ſenſeleſs when one of 
the ruffians attempted to remove her 
violently into another carriage, yet 


her anxiety and terror were too great 
to liſten to what paſſed, or to reſiſt the 
1 efforts 
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efforts that were made to drag her 


away. Lord Walford ſeemed to have 
gained not a ſmall ſhare of her confi- 
dence; and indeed the dangers to 


which he had been expoſed in her de- 
fence, entitled him to that return, 
which the gratitude of Miſs Melfont 


could not refuſe. 


Our hero deemed himſelf ſo ſecure, 
that he deficd the attempts of every 
intruder; and aſſured the trembling 


Lucy, he would ſooner die than ſee 


violence offered to her perſon, or her 
merit inſulted. By this time Miſs Mel- 


font thought ſhe muſt ſoon arrive be- 


fore the gates of C—— Park ; and 


| ſhe already exulted in the expectation 


of undeceiving her mother, and of in- 


5 troducing to her a perſon to whom ſhe 


25 deemed 


( 195 ) 


deemed herſelf indebted, not only for 


her ſafety, but her very life. 


The twilight, however, which now 


began to diſpel the obſcurity of the 
night, ſoon. preſented to her view 
ſcenes to which ſhe was unaccuſtom- 
ed; and, far from ſeeing the well- 
known retreat of her friends, ſhe diſco- 
vered that the ſpot where ſhe was, lay 
at the diſtance of many miles from che 
n of her abode. 


This created a little tm 
and, however convinced, by the moſt 
perſuaſive arguments, of Lord Wal- 
ford's ſincerity and honor, yet ſhe 
could not but indulge a ſuſpicion 


that he had taken this road that he 


might remove. her from her friends, 
MPG. I. = and 
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and perhaps make a ſacrifice of ker 


virtue to his licentiouſneſs. 


Let not however, on this occaſion, 


the reader accuſe the amiable Lucy 


of impropriety, or of inordinate and 
criminal apprehenſions. He that has 
much: to loſe has much to dread ; 
and the alarms which innocence too 
often receives, happily proceed not 
always from real dangers, but from 
imaginary apprehenſions. Lord Wal- 
ford perceived the agitation, and the 
great confuſion, of his lovely compa- 
nion; and feeling a kindred concern, 
he anxiouſly demanded an explanation 
of her diſtreſs. % 


At her deſire the poſtillion was or- 
dered to-ſtop by Lord Walford ; and 
Miſs 


+ 


( 7 3 
Miſs Melfont, whoſe fears were gra- 
dually riſing, had ſoon the mortifica- 


tion to find, that the driver had, in 


the hurry with which he had been or- 
dered, either miſunderſtood the place 


where he was to go, or miſtaken the 


road, Indeed this was an unpleaſing 


diſcovery for the impatience of Miſs 


Melfont; and though Lord Walford 
ſecretly rejoiced to ſee the inattention 
or ignorance of the poſtillion had pro- 
| longed his ſtay and his converſation 


with a woman poſſeſſed of every grace 


and accompliſhment, yet he felt ſome 


concern for her agitation, and could not 
but virulently diſcharge his reſentment 


againſt the man for his ſtupidity. 


The evil, however, was ſoon reine- 


died; and the horſes, though tired 
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with the length of the journey, and 
nearly exhauſted for want of food, 
now ſeemed to acquire freſh celecity 
from the dexterity of the driver, and 
the wiſhes of the amiable Lucy. Lord 
Walford now received inconceivable 
pleaſure from the object that com- 
manded his attention. Like the blind 
that cannot enjoy the ſublimity of the 
ſcenes which lie before him, or the 
magnificence and ſplendor of the edi- 
fices that ſurround him, our hero had 
been prevented by the obſcurity of 
the night, as well as by his own 
hurried meaſures, from knowing the 
perſon whoſe cauſe he had gallant- 
ly preſumed to protect, and aſcer- 
taining thoſe ſtriking characters, and 
that comelineſs of features and deli- 
cacy of countenance, which conſtitute 
beauty, 


„ 


( 209 ) 
beauty, and often draw the reluc- 
tant figh from the boſom of diſap- 


pointment. 


Every thing which can pleaſe and 
captivate was among the accompliſh- 
ments of the amiable Lucy; and to 
elegance of perſon, and ſymmetry of 


| features, was added that which can 


charm when beauty 1s vaniſhed, and 
when wrinkles proclaim approaching 
decay — a mind ſtored with ſenti- 
ments both noble and humane, an 
underſtanding pure and untainted by 


falſe notions, or inordinate deſires. 


Educated under the eye of a prudent 
and affectionate mother, ſhe was a 


ſtranger to that ſpirit of luxury, fond- 


neſs of parade, and longings of licen- 
tiouſneſs, which too often diſgrace 
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the outward perfections of a modern 


fair. She had been early taught the 
advantages of religion and of piety; 
and for acts of generoſity, of bene- 
ficence, and of charity, few could be 


called her equals. 


Her attendance on the faſhionable 
circles was never followed by that 


train of deſires, or deluded ſenſe of 


preſent diſappointment, which gene- 
rally flutter round the head of the 
gay; and her ſlumbers were never 
diſturbed, or her peace diſcompoſed, 


by tkoſe intruding though ts and fri- 


volous jealouſies, that accompany the 
lady of faſhion, from the riotous tu- 
mults of a maſquerade, to the peace- 
ful ſolitude of her cloſer, | 


In 


Ei 
In ſhort, whatever ideas the mind 
can form of female perfection, what- 
ever conceptions make of female ac- 
compliſhments, ſeemed to be realiſed 


in Miſs Melfont; and indeed the 


beauties of the Grecian Helen were 
equalled, if not eclipſed, by the unaf- 
fected air and elegance of the ami- 


able Lucy. f 


To ſuch perfections ſhall we ſup- 
poſe that Lord Walford ſeemed in- 


ſenſible? Or can the heart of man ima- 
gine that ſo much excellence could 
not command admiration, if not love, 
from the feelings of a youth, where 
the pureſt and moſt animated paſſions 
were predominant ?—Indeed our hero 
was not a ſilent ſpectator of Miſs Mel- 
font's accompliſhments. The paleneſs 
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: and languor, which want of reſt muſt 

1 neceſſarily occaſion, ſeemed rather to 
animate her countenance, than over- 
ſpread it with gloomineſs; yet the 

vivacity of her eye was obſcured by 
the interpoſition of fear and anxiety, 
But the confidence ſhe placed on Lord 
Walford, and the gratitude with which 
ſhe received every thing that dropped 
from his tongue, kindled a flame in 
his boſom which was not eaſily to be 
extinguiſhed, 


Her delicacy, however, was not 
offended by the moſt diftant declara- 
tions; and he who would ſuppoſe 
that, from his ſituation, Lord Wal- 
ford could have obtained every ho- 
nourable conceſſion, and every mu- 
tual return of tenderneſs and affec- 

: 8 tion, 


1 
tion, while the ſenſe of danger was 
kept alive, and the voice of gratitude 
and thankfulneſs ſo expreſſive is little 
acquainted with the feelings of human 
nature. Reflection is abſent from the 
mind, while the attention is engroſſed 
by the importance of preſent objects; 
and to-day the eye, deprived of its 
relative advantages, looks with un- 
common avidity for thoſe ſcenes from 
which it turned with ſeeming uncon- 
cern but yeſterday. 


Therefore to quiet the apprehen- 
ſions of the amiable Lucy, and by 
the livelineſs of his converſation to 
entertain her, and animate her ſpirits 
to reaſſume their wonted cheerfulneſs, 
was the only wiſh of Lord Walford. 
And, indeed, his attempts were not 

| unſuc- 


640 
unſucceſsful; and Miſs Melfont would 
almoſt have called that a fortunate 
incident, which the day before ſhe 
conceived to be the greateſt misfor- 
tune which could befal an human 


being. 
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ER dangers were now over. The 
carriage ſtopped before her 
kane; and ſuch a ſcene was exhibited 
as deſerved the notice of the ableſt 
painters. The ſervants no ſooner ſaw 
that it was their beloved miſtreſs, 
than they ran with exultation to the 
carriage; and, with all the anxiety 
which accompanies regard, congra- 
tulated her as if ſhe had been abſent 
for years. Every face indicated cheer- 
fulneſs and joy; yet when they ſaw 
Lord Walford deſcend from the car- 
Triage, and lead their miſtreſs towards 
the houſe, they remained in deep 
ſilence ; and Lucy, conſcious of the 


| aſtoniſh- 


(116) 
aſtoniſhment which the ſight of a 
ſtranger familiarly yet reverently hold- 
ing her by the hand muſt excite, fail- 
ed not to betray the delicacy of her 
feelings; and the warm bluſh of mo- 
deſty was ſeen riſing on her lovely 
cheeks. 


By this time Mrs. Melfont was 
made acquainted with her daughter's 
return ; and ſhe ran with eagerneſs to 
claſp a child, whom her apprehen- 
fions had painted as for ever loſt. 
Lord Walford, whoſe ſenſibility was 
of the moſt delicate texture, had no 
ſooner conducted Lucy ſafe into a 
parlour, than he wiſhed to . retire ; 
and not interrupt, by his preſence, 
the congratulations which beamed 


from every eye. But the preſſing in- 
vitations 


( wap ) 


vitations of Lucy ſtopped his retreat; 
and as, with a low bow, he thanked 


her for her politeneſs, her mother 


ruſhed into the room, and claſping 
her daughter in her arms, “Lucy! 
« my dear Lucy!” exclaimed ſhe, 


« M here have you been? Gueſs the 


« uneaſineſs your abſence has cauſed! 
« My deareſt daughter,” added ſhe, I 
<« thought we had loſt you for ever!“ 
and burſt into tears. Lucy was un- 
able to reply yet, as if ſhe would 
have anſwered, ſhe cried with a ſob- 
bing voice, My deareſt mother!“ 
and then ſunk to the ground. She was 


immediately retnoved by the ſervants, 


and Lord Walford was left alone in 
the room. * 
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„ 
Lucy, however, was not long be- 
fore ſne recovered. Her fatigue, and 
the joy ſhe felt in being reſtored to 
her mother's arms, overcame her ſpi- 
rits; and to ſeeming inſenſibility ſuc- 
ceeded the greateſt calmneſs, and 
peaceful ſerenity of mind. 


The firſt words ſhe uttered, when 
reſtorechto herſelf, were—* And where 
c is my deliverer ?“ Upon this Mrs. 
Melfont, whoſe attention to her daugh- 
ter had ſuperſeded every other care, 
recollected that ſne had ſeen a ſtranger 
in the room where ſhe had found 
Lucy; and therefore ſhe no ſooner 
underſtood what kind offices he had 
performed, than ſhe haſtened to meet 
him. 


Lord 


( ug ) 
Lord Walford, who, on ſeeing this 


moving ſcene, had turned to the 


window, was then drying with his 
handkerchief the tear of joy, of con- 
cern, and of ſympathy, which trickled 
down his cheeks, when Mrs. Mel- 
font entered the room. © And is it 
« to you,” cried Mrs. Melfont, with 
a voice expreſſive of gratitude “ is it 
« to you, worthy Sir, that'I am in- 
ce debted for the ſafety and for the 
return of my daughter? O Sir! 
ce think not” 
proached nearer to Lord Walford : 


and, on examining more cloſely the 


features of his face, ſhe ſeized him by 
the hand, and exclaimed, © What! is 
« jt you? is it you, my noble deli- 
« yerer? To the very ſame that pre- 


She had now ap- 


ſerved 


" * 
4 


( 120 ) 
ce ſerved my life, is my daughter in- | 
ce debted for her preſent ſafety ?” 


The reader may probably recollect, 


that the lady from whom, as he came 
down from London, Lord Walford 
received ſo many marks of civility, 
was Mrs. Melfont, and he will not 
be aftoniſhed to ſee ſuch expreſſions 


of gratitude flowing from the mouth 


of a truly amiable and reſpected wo- 
man.—* Indeed,” ſaid Mrs. Melfont, 


c had I known in whoſe hands my 


e daughter was, my mind would 


© have enjoyed its wonted reſt, 1 


c know well the goodneſs and the ge- 
ce neroſity of your heart, and I congra- 
ce tulate myſelf on ſeeing you under 
rc my roof.” —Lord Walford replied 


to theſe marks of civility with that 
| politeneſs 


c 


( 

politeneſs for which he was ſo diſtin- 
guiſned; and he had begun to give 
Mrs. Melfont an account of the inci- 
dents which had retarded their com- 
ing, when Lucy entered the room. 


The ſenſe of her preſent ſafety, and 


the joy ſhe felt in ſeeing her mother's 
mind compoſed, had rendered her 
looks more pleaſing, and ſhe now ap- 
peared with all the native charms of 
captivating beauty. Little did you 
« think, Lucy,” ſaid Mrs. Melfont, 
« that I am as much indebted to your 


« generous deliverer as yourſelf. Lord 


% Walford,” ſays ſhe, © is the perſon 


* of whoſe humanity and attention 


© I ſpoke to you. —You know full 
« well, Lucy, how n his aſſiſt- 
* ance proved to me.” 
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CHAP. X. 


UCY recollected, at that mo- 
ment, the diſaſters which had at- 
tended her mother's return from Lon- 
don, and joining theſe to her own, ſhe 
fixed her eye upon Lord Walford with 
ſuch an affectionate look, expreſſive of 
her joy and of her gratitude, that, un- 
able to reply, he found his mind a 
prey to agitation, and a diſcompoſure 


unknown before. He would have 


ſhaken off this ſeeming diffidence, but 
he found his confuſion encreaſe the 


more. * Indeed, Lucy,” continued 


Mrs. Melfont, © in no period of my 
« life have I found myſelf ſo much a 


« prey to deſpair, as during your ab- 
« ſence; 


( 
ſence; but now the preſent fatisfac- 
e tion I experience is a compenſation 
« for all my anxities; yet, my dear 
% daughter, however complete my fe- 
licity may be, I feel ſome concern 


* 


c 


oY 


LE 


* 


c 


A 


that has been tranſmitted to me of 
your friend.“ 


This produced ſome emotion in 
Lucy's countenance; and Mrs. Mel- 


font continued to give an explana- 


tion. No ſooner was it known,” 


faid ſhe, © that your horfe was re- 


turned without you, and that the 
« ſervant was unable to give any in- 


te telligence about this accident, than | 


the melancholy news was imme- 
* diately communicated around 
* Park. I was too much agitated to 
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« think of expedients—indeed I was 
_ = overpowered by the ſhock. On re- 
; cc ceiving this intelligence Sir George 
6 Oſſulton.— * Sir George Oſſul- 
e on replied Lord Walford, with 
uncommon agitation, ** why, Ma- 
c dam, where is he? who is Sir George 
ce Offulton ? is he alive? Is not 
te this,” ſaid Lord Walford, pulling 
out a piſtol from his pocket; © is not 
« this,” ſaid he, pointing to the bar- 
rel, © the very name? Oh heavens ! 
« js he alive, or has he fallen a ſacri- 
© fice to his own 1mprudence, or my 
precipitation?“ 
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The ſhock which Mrs. Melfont felt 
on this exclamation of Lord Walford, 
was too great for her to bear; ſhe ſu- 
ſpected ſomething extraordinary; yet 
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( 125 ) 
ſhe gradually regained her compofure. 
« I ſee,” ſaid ſhe, that Sir George's 
ce impatience has proved nearly fatal 
© to himſelf, to you, and to my 
« daughter. Indeed I have often 
ce checked him for that ebullition of 
ce ſpirits, which, I may ſay, rather diſ- 
« grace him than do him credit. But, 
c my Lord,” ſaid ſhe, turning to 
Lord Walford, © what accident has 
«. thrown this inſtrument of death into 
« your hands? Sir George ſurely has 
ec not acted with violence againſt you, 
« or endangered your life! Early be- 
fore you came, I received a note 
*« from Sir George's ſteward, inform- 
i ing me his maſter had been in 
e ſearch of Lucy; and that he had 
r an encounter with a number of ruf- 
« fians, who had not only robbed him 
1 3 and 
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er and his aſſociates of their money, 


0 


A 


but left him for dead on the ſpot.” 


« Indeed,” cried Lucy, © I am con- 


< cerned for Sir George, and deeply 


« ſorry Lam to hear his attention to 


t my ſafety has nearly coſt him his 


& life; but is his life in danger ? uu 


This chain of myſterious events was 


ſoon broken, and the explanation 


which took place ſoon convinced Mrs. 
Melfont that all had been deceived. 


Miſs Melfont, it ſeems, had been 
riding with her ſervant, according to 
uſual cuſtom; and her horſe, whoſe 
ſpirits were fiery and untractable, ſoon 
outſtripped the ſpeed of his compa- 
mon, and left him far behind. The 

fudden 


( 1297 ) 
ſudden braying of an aſs, near a ſmall 
cortage on the road, ſo powerfully ter- 
rified the timorous animal, that he 
became almoſt frantic, and diſcharg- 
ing himſelf of his fair burden, ran 
away with redoubled celerity. 


It was here that Lord Walford had 
found Lucy, juſt after ſhe had fallen 
from her horſe; and ſhe had been 
ſcarce removed into the inn, when 
the ſervant paſſed by, and, without 
making any enguiries for his miſtreſs, 
continued his journey full gallop. As 
he concluded Miſs Melfont was far 
before him, he followed with all the 
_ diſpatch he could; and it was not till 
he diſmounted, that he diſcovered his 
miſtreſs was not come. He would 
have concealed this ſad diſaſter from 
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the family, and mediates: turned 
back. on the road ; but Mrs. Melfont, 
who had waited with impatience for 
Lucy 8 return, had already been made 
acquainted with the appearance of the 
horſe without her daughter. 


This intelligence was immediately 
ſent by the ſervant to Sir George Oſ- 
ſulton, who lived at ſome diſtance 


from the houſe. This rich baronet, 


who was not only a great favorite in 
the family, but actually on the eve of 
marriage with Lucy, was no ſooner 
informed of this, than he ſet off in a 


poſt-chaiſe and four, with two of his 


domeſtics; and as he knew the road 


on which Miſs Melfont had been rid- 


ing, he ſoon came to the place where 
the fad diſaſter had happened. He 
imme- 


( 129 ) 
immediately made enquiries of a poſ- 
tillion that ſtood near the gates of 
the inn, and aſked him, whether he 
had ſeen any thing of a lady that day, 
in a riding habit. Why, yes,” ſaid 
the fellow, with ſome heſitation, © an't 
E pleaſe you, Sir, I ſaw a young lady, 
« a very beautiful lady, in a gentle- 
ce man's arms ſome time ago; and 
© they went off, in a poſt-chaiſe, quite 
ee in a hurry, about an hour ago; 
« and,” ſays he, pointing with his 
finger, and ſcratching his head, © they 
« are gone that way.” | 


On this piece of intelligence, it 
ſeems, Sir George, whoſe boſom was 
often a prey to ſuſpicion, and not 
warmed with thoſe noble and generous 
| ſentiments, which place confidence in 
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the 
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the promiſes and the return of fince- 
rity and affection, immediately tor- 
mented himſelf with the idea that 
| Lucy: had ſuffered herſelf to be car- 
ried away by ſame unknown raviſher. 

Without allowing himſelf time for 
reflection, he raſhly accuſed the vir- 
tyous and innocent Lucy, of not only 
want of affection, but he charged her 
with perfidy; and therefore he was in- 
duced to haſten, not indeed to her 
relief; but ſays he, if a ſtranger is per- 
mitted to triumph over her innocence) 
and to bring diſgrace on her ſamily, 
ſhall not his plans be defeated; and 
have I not more right to gratify my 
_ paſſions, when aſſiduity has entitled 
me to her attention, and my rank and 
my fortune to the reſpect of, not only 
berfelf, but of her friends, Iaflamed 
| 1 8 | with 


in 
with this ſudden riſe of paſſion and 
of reſentment, which preſent circum- 
fances ſeemed in ſome meaſure: to 
favor, he had ſoon the ſatisfaction to 
come up to Lord Walford's carriage, 
where was exhibited. a ſcene with 
which the reader is already acquainted. 
He found himſelf fo ill treated by the 
courageous defence of our hero, whom 
he thought to be Miſs Melfont's ra- 
viſher, *that he repented of the pur- 
ſuit, if not of the marks of attention 
he had, in more peaceful moments, 
paid to the amiable lady. 


The bruiſes he received at firſt ap- 
peared ſo dangt rous, that he deſpaired 
of his life; and far from attributing 
the wounds, which the eye of the 
world rnuſt naturally diſcover, to the 

5 real 


( 132 ) 
real cauſes which had produced them, 
he bribed his aſſociates not to betray 
him, but to impoſe upon the public 
credulity, and to aſſert, with one com- 
mon voice, they had been robbed 
and violently treated by a ſet of ruf- 
NOTES 


was, in the opinion of Mrs, Melfont, 


| anxiety, and to find the cauſes of 


light : and while ſome attributed the 


_ trepidity—others, not ſo partial to 
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\HIS report. was very happily 
_ circulated about; and Sir George 


now more entitled to her gratitude, 
as his eagerneſs to relieve her from 
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Lucy's abſence, had nearly endan- 
gered his life. But the return of 
Miſs Melfont, and the diſcoveries 
which Lord Walford had made, ſoun 
exhibited Sir George in no favourable + 
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falſe reports which he artfully propa- 
gated, to cowardice and want of in- 


his 


( 266 ]- 
his character, infinuated that he wiſh 
ed to conceal his jealous and vindi- 
ive ſpirit under the gloſs of pretended 
robberies, and accidental violence; 
and that, ſince he had not ſucceeded 
in inſulting the virtue of Miſs Mel. 
font, and in robbing her protector of 
life, he might at leaſt appear never to 
have made ſuch attempts. | 


This, far from being credited by 
Mrs. Melfont, was not even ſupport- 
ed in her preſence ; and ſhe reconciled 
the diſcordant reports of the baronet 

and of Lord Walford, by ſuppoſing 
that the obſcurity of the night had 
deluded Sir George, and that he had 
attributed the bruiſes he had received 
from a ſelf-defending perſon to the 
_ premeditated violence of robbers. 
| : Sir 


— 


"Lf 


* 


Cann 
Sir George, on having the wounds 
examined by a ſkilful ſurgeon, on his 


return home, found that what he had 
apprehended to be almoſt mortal, was 
of no great conſequence. Far from 


being confined to his bed, he was not 


prevented from uſing his uſual ex- 
erciſe, and amuſing himſelf in thoſe 


diverſions. which moſt pleaſed his 


Ps 


He was ſoon informed that Miſs 


| Melfont was returned ſafe. But, as 
this ſeemed a paradox to him, he. 


immediately ordered his carriage to 


be ready; and on this occaſion ex- 


prefſed a wiſh of paying a viſit, which 
he meant to defer, on pretence of il} 


health, till a more e favourable oppor- 
unity. 
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HEN he came to C— Park, 
he found himſelf perplexed 
S how to behave in the preſence of 
Lucy. As his ſuſpicions led him x 
| ſuppoſe her imprudence had made a , 
ſacrifice which no longer entitled. her 
| | . d0o his particular attention — while, on 
| iS the other hand, the recollection of 
1 Lucy s kindneſs and unſpotted inno- 
WE: cence forbad him to indulge ſuch an 
idea, a and to caſt a ſlur on what was 
4 pure and perfect —he ſtood wavering 
for a while; but at laſt determined to 
E-- © re-aſſume his wonted familiarity and F 
"expreſſions 


1 
expreſſions of tenderneſs and alfec- 
tionate concern. 


1 was uſhered into PET room 


where Mrs. Melfont was entertaining 
her daughter and Lord Walford. with 
an account of the ſervants, concern 
and ſorrow during her abſence: and. 
after making ſome apolegies for not 
coming before, and at the ſame 
time congratulating Mrs. Melfont 
on the happy return of her com- 
poſure and cheerfulneſs, he ſat 
himſelf on a' ſofa boy the fide of 


j 


| Lucy. = 


The fight of Lord Walford con- 
fuſed him a little, although he was 
not acquainted with him; and yet, 
from his appearance, he ſuſpected 

VOL. I. x _. ſomething 


(133) 

ſomething unfavourable to himſelf 
and to his cauſe. 6 Theſe riſing appre- 
henſions, however, were ſoon ſtifled 
in his boſom; and Sir George ſoon 
found in his impudence à reſource 
and a ſupport of which e is ig- 

norant. | 


Mrs. Melfont, who was aware of 
Eis alarm, and of Lord Walford's 
confuſion, ſoon brought on an expla- 
nation; and ſaid that ſhe was ſorry to 
obſerve that the eagerneſs of her 
friends in protecting her daughter had 
_ nearly proved fatal to them all. 


Little did you think, Sir George,” 
ſaid ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to the ba- 
ronet, and ſpeaking as tenderly and 
as de licately as ſhe could on the ſub- 

| 5 or. 


„„ 
jet—* little did you think the vio- 
« lence that was offered to your per- 
ee ſon, was exerted in the defence of 
© my daughter. To Lord Walford's 

courage I am not leſs indebted for 
cc Lucy's ſafety, than to your own 
«© generous endeavours to reſtore her 
eto her mother's arms: and I hope 
- © the hoftilities which were ſhewn _ 
© on her account, will be the ſource 
« of felicity to me and to her, and 
« to you both the beginning of- 
« friendſhip and | honourable corre- 
« ä AIRS 2. 
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£ RIP Walford, ' whoſe boſom al- 
ready glowed with efteem for Sir. 
George, and long ago anticipated the 
friendly expreſſions of Mrs, Melfont, 


WN to the baronet; ; and ſcizing | 
1 him 


| er t yn the * cc 1 wp Sir,” ſays 

be, © you will not fail to command 
. my ſervices; and I flatter myſelf 
* my exertions in the defence of in- 

40 nocence, and of Miſs Melfont, will 1 + 
« not fail to convince you how much 
J am your friend, and how dearly 
6 vould purchaſe the ſafety of any 
< one who boaſts her acquaintance. 
c Think, therefore, that I will ever 
« with pleaſure exert no leſs coura- 

geouſly, in your cauſe, thoſe efforts 

ee which have been ſo unfortunately 

« exerted againſt you.“ 


- Theſe warm and generous expreſ- 
fions, which were delivered with- all 
the feelings of ſincerity, and the fer- 
vour of real friendſhip, did not meet 

with that return to which they were 
indubi- 


. 
+ SI A 1 ©. =_ 
SIE Soc 


( 
indubirably entitled. Sir George or 
the eſteem which. Mrs, Melfont pro- 
feſſed for Lord Walford; he had 
heard her often expatiate on his vir- 
tues; and, while he attempted. to 
ſtifle his jealouſy, he found the tide of 
reſentment ſwelling high in his bo- 
ſom; and, if he told our hero he 
vould ever be proud of his friendſhip- 
and of his acquaintance, it was more 
to pleaſe Mrs. Melfont than himſelf ; _ bi 
it was the language of diſimulation {| 
and of envy.. He however diſcharged 
himſelf ſo well of his part, that not the 
moſt diſtant ſuſpicion was entertained' 
of his ſincerity z and the cheerfulneſs 
of the e was complete. 


. 2 7 1 S—» 
r es MS - OW IC 
— 


* * 7 LESS: 07 RN A — GFA 
3 = 3 . he „ = — 

_ __ ER” IS” ES . A Ig = IS rt. I VR; — Z = 
— 1 


| The preſling invitations of Mrs. 
| Melfont could not detain Sir George 
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to dine and ſpend the day at her houſe * 
but, after an hour's viſit, he took an 
affectionate and friendly leave of her, 
and returned to his own houſe; not, 
however, without inviting Lord Wal- 
ford to accompany Mrs. Melfont and 
Lucy when they came to his ſeat. 


” 


1 

t 

t 
\ 

11 
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CHAP. un. 


1 Fr ER the departure of the 


| baronet, Lord Walford ſeemed 

to find new entertainment in the com- 

pany of Mrs. Melfont, and new charms 

were deſcried in the lovely Lucy. 

Some time after dinner was finiſhed, 

Lord Walford accompanied Luey in 

the garden, and wandered at ſome 
diſtance in the neighbouring fields. 


The proſpects which were from 


thence opened to the view, did not fail 
to attract the notice of our hero; and 
though they were familiar to Lucy, 
yet ſne ſeemed to derive new pleaſure 
in pointing out to her noble attendant 
Kk 4 6 diſtant 
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IE diſtant objects, and to d him with 


c 144 7 


anecdotes of every ſucceeding ſcene. 


Lord Walford was pleaſed with her 
attention, and more ſtill with her live- 
lineſs; yet the ſcenes: to which ſhe- 

pointed, and the expreſſions ſhe uſed; 
were loſt in the contemplation of her 
accompliſhments, and the elegance 
and majeſty of her form. Yes, Ma- 
dam,“ ſays he, after much trepida- 
tion, „ theſe are beautiful objects; the 
words with which you mention them 
t give them greater charms: but, alas ! 
e what are they without you? But,” 
added he, as he preſſed on her arm, 
preventing her from advancing, © for- 
ow give me, moſt amiable of women! 15 


. and if I have dropped any E 1 
* > which can offend your de- 
: | 35 ex, 


(145 ) —_— 
licacy, if I have forgotten that you 
« are devoted to other arms, remem- 
: « ber I pay to you the tribute which- 
« the ſenſe of your goodneſs cannot: 
% refuſe :—yet; if F am warm and: 

« paſſionate in my expreſſions, for- 
give me, forgive me! The oppor-- 
« tunity which accident has given: 
« me of relieving you; is the ſource 
cc of pleaſure to me; but, alas! I 
© much fear it will ſoon be embit- 
* tered by the pangs which abſence- 
. from you muſt excite.” ! My 
« Lord,” anſwered Miſs Melfont, L 
* muſt confeſsI fuſpeCted the attention 
e you have paid to me, on ſome fer 
ce occaſions, originated more from the 
© partiality you entertained for my 

; perſon, than from the civility and 

« deference you owed to my ſex; but, . 
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be ſince you u have W to explain 


ec yourſelf, I will tel] you ſhortly, that 


« to expect a return from me is a 


ye folly. You know my engagement 
ce with Sir George, and the affection 
« which I owe him cannot be yours, 


0 My eſteem however is yours; and | 


« of all thoſe I call friends, Lord 
6. Walford is the moſt deſerving of 
e my regard. Ceaſe, therefore, my 
Lord, to betray what may be the 


ec cauſe of anxiety, and perhaps of 


«x miſery, were it diſcovered, to Lucy 
1 Melfont. Your company, as my 
2 friend, I Joods but, as my admirer, 
ce it is dangerous.” 


Y * 


The ſenſibility with which this was 

delivered, operated powerfully upon 

Lord Walford ; and Lucy, exhauſted 
| | N 


— — 


„ 


(7 ) 


by the emotions which this had pro- 
duced, as well as by aſcending the |, 
ſteepneſs of a lawn, en which they 
were advancing, complained of being 
| fatigued, and could not help reſting 
for a while on Lord Walford's arm. 


Though this was actidentaf; and 
oratifying in ſome meafure to the ſen- 
ſible heart of our hero, yet Lucy no 
ſooner recolle&ed herſelf than ſhe 
ſtarted back, and, with a bluſh of mo- 
deſty on her lovely countenance, with- 
drew from him. Lord Walford, how- 
ever, ſenſible of her delicacy, did not 
fail to make an offer of his aſſiſtance; 
and Lucy, however reluctantly, com- 
plicd, and entered the n n 
on his arm. 


( 8 ) 


CHAN XIII. 


HE few moments which our hero 


ſpent in the company of this 


| lovely woman, ſeemed to him years of 
felicity. But, however, in the midſt 


of his joys, he did not forget himſelf; 
and as he had already left his father 


for near ten days, and was particularly 


anxious to hear from. London, Mrs. 


Melfont ſent one of her ſervants to 
Dover, to make enquiries whether any 


thing had been left at the — Inn, 
for Lord Walford.. 


Three days before, two ſervants had: 
come from London with letters for 


| Lord Walford but as their enquiries. 


4 


1 
after him were attended with no ſuc- 
ceſs, they were on the eve of depart- 


ing, when Mrs. Melfont's footman 


arrived. As ſoon as they diſcovered 


where our hero was, they immediately 


Park, and delivered 


repaired to C 
their meſſage. 


Lord Walford opened che letters 
with ſome emotion; and Mrs. Mel- 


font, ſeeing the tear riſing in his eye, 


left the room, that her preſence might 
not increaſe his conſternation, She 


was, however, ſoon ſummoned by our 


hero, who told her, the ſudden illneſs 
of his noble father made his preſence 


indiſpenſable in London; and he took 


a tender and affectionate leave of this 
very worthy lady, and of the amiable 


Lucy, and haſtened to London, 


e : 
| 413 UE 


5 ( 150 ) 


C HAP. XXIV. 


TH E gloom and the melancholy 


to prognoſticate ſome direful acci- 
dient. But, without allowing himſelf 
time to enquire, he hurried to his 
noble father's apartment. The at- 


dcdeendants were in tears. Lord Wal- 
WU ford looked towards the bed; but the 


ſurprize which his ſudden appearance 


W — occaſioned in the ſpectators, was not 


communicated to the father. 


A violent fit of the gout had eyed 


upon him for a few days, and been 


attended with ſuch dreadful conſe- 
e quences 


i A _ «- , v» A. 


1 that hung on every face when 
he entered his father's houſe, ſeemed 


AQ RN @©5X, = 


— 


55 


8 0 rs 3 
: quences as baffled che efforts of 1 me- 
dicine, and the ſkill of the phyſicians. 
The noble earl was extended on his bed 
with ſeeming inſenſibility ; and every 
eye, in mournful expectation, already 
ſaw the moment in which he was to 
be no more. Lord Walford ſeized the 

| dying man's hand. My father!” 
exclaimed he Ys. any: then burſt 
into tears. | - 98 


| The old man's eyes were opened at 
the well-known ſound, his ſenſes ſud- 
denly returned, his pulſe beat high, 
life and vigor ſeemed to return; it 
was like the dying flame that receives 
an increaſe of light by a ſudden blaſt, 
only to make its exit more viſible. 
Happy am I, my dear fon!” ſaid 
the old man, with much exertion of 
voice, 


85 T 5 


voice, that thou art come to cloſe 


« thy father's eyes. All that I poſ. 


« ſeſs is thine, Be prudent, my ſon; 
< and mayſt thou be happy! Imi- 


< tate thy father's virtues, but be 
cc not guided by his faults, I die in 


te peace with the world; but be to 
'Arabella”—— Nature could no more. 
He ma to utter more words, 
but the ſounds were unintelligible— 
he raiſed his head from the pillow— 
it was an eternal adieu to all that 
ſtood round him. — His head ſunk 
again—he cloſed his eyes —opened 
them again—and cloſed them again, 
never to ſee more. —His departing 
ſoul had left his trembling lips, and 


its flight was accompanied by the 


ſudden cries and lamentations of all 
this attendants. The mournful fignal 


Was 


1 


| „ | 

was communicated to the reſt of the 
family, ba the lamentations were 

univerſal. | | | 


Wich all the 19 15 ad ſorrow n 
filial piety can feel at the unexpected 
loſs of an indulgent father, Lord Wal- 

ford ſaw his noble parent expire; 
and eagerly kiſſing his hand, he ſoftly 
laid it on the bed, bathed in his tears, 

and retired to a private apartment. It 

was a mournful event for the A 


of ſo ſenſible a fon. 


He was left in his eighteenth year, 
without the ſupport of his natural pro- 
tectors; and he dreaded: in guardians: 
the tyranny of avarice, and the feve- 
rity of ſuperiors.. Yet theſe appre- 
henſions were ſoon found tobe ground- 

leſs; and when the will of the noble 


vox. I, . _ 


(154 


the care of two of his uncles, and an- 
other gentleman, whoſe kindneſs and 
attention to him had ever been unpa- 


ralleled. This was unexpected, as his 
father had always diſregarded their ac- 
duaiatance, and avoided their com- 


h 


Earl was opened, Lord Walford had 


» 


"(88 7: 


.C'H A P44 NV. 
U T no ſooner was he recovered 
from the agitation into which 
this melancholyevent had thrown him, 
than he began to reflect with ſeriouſ- 
neſs and impatience'on his father's laſt 
words, All he could reconcile to 
actual circumſtances; but the men- 
tion of Arabella, which had died on 
his father's lips, was to him a myſ- 
tery. This, however, was ſoon ex- 
plained; and if Arabella's appearance, 
bathed in tears, near the dying man's 
bed, did not then command his atten- 
tion yet he ſoon learned ſhe was his fa- 
ther's darling. A few hours more con- 
vinced him that the fair Arabella muſt 
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ſoon fink into her original obſcurity 


and indigence, as the infirmities of 
her deceaſed loi had prevented him 


from leaving her the ſmalleſt er 


of his s affection, 8 Kee: 


* was now without friends ; but 


he: found in Lord Walford as much 


. 


the generoſity of a friend and a pa- 


tron, as ſhe had found the warmth 


and attachment of a lover in his noble 


father. Far from expreſſing the ſmall- 
eſt diſregard for Arabella, Lord Wal- 


| ford treated her with all the attention 
of a friend, and the tender compaſſion 
of a brother. She was indeed inferior 


to him in age; but though her youth 
and inexperience had obliged her to 
make a ſacrifice of what is moſt dear 

and mot precious to YE woman, 5 
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— chere was 4 8 which indi- 
cated a return of virtue, and com- 
manded the concern gf thoſe that were 
witneſſes of her perfo al charms, 


Lord Walford very generouſly gave 
her the beſt advice and aſſiſtance which 
his regard for his father, and his com- 

paſſion for his. failings and caprices, 
could adminiſter. Of the twenty thou- 
ſand pounds of yearly income which 
MM devolved upon him by his father 8 
death, he ſettled an annuity of three 
thouſand on Arabella; ; and received 
ſome ſatisfaction in ſeeing her enkbled. . 
to live independent, and her ebiraitiy - 
forgotten in the. ſmiles of thoſe who 
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in the moſt honorable manner fre- 
quented her company, and raiſed her 
in the eſteem of the world. | 


L3 


the graue, our hero (whom, now: 


raiſed to a higher title, we fill: muſt ; 


know by the name of Lord Walford): 
received-a. letter, of: condolence from. 
Mrs. Melfant, who preſſed him with 
unuſual: kindneſs to repeat his. viſit. to- 
C Park; and at the ſame time 
added, that the nuptials of Sir George 
with Lucy were to be celebrated 11 in 
the courſe of ten days. 


To a man who wiſhed to baniſh the 
melancholy which Inca) circumſtan- 


es, 


A remains. de Ng ee in in 


11 


( rer ) 
ces, and the death of a parent, cannot 
but excite, ſuch an invitation would 
others would have proved agreeable, 
muſt have produced different ſenſa . 
tions. in the boſom of Lord 'Walfords. 
To have become à viſitor at C-—— 


Park, would have raiſed new caufes- 
of anxiety : and deſirous as he was of 


ſeeing Mrs: Melfont, our hero never- 
theleſs poſtponed: the viſit; dreading; 
an interview with a rival whoſe prin- 
ciples were' ſo diſcordant from his 


own, and whoſe. . he now ſaw. 


perfect. 


For. conſolation | therefore, and for. 
relief, he applied not to the enchant- 
ing preſence of Miſs Melfont; nor 


did Eg like many of his equals: in 5 
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tw), 
rank and fortune, drown his diſap- 

poointment in:intoxication ; or attempt 
by immediate gratification to deſtroy 
the thoughts that roſe every moment 
more powerful and wiſhed to paint, 
= in ſpite of probability and of circum- 
9 ſtances, an amiable woman his own. 
2 No- in the ſociety of a few friends 
be ſeemed to derive more comfort, 
L and more heart-felt ſatisfaction, than 
3 he would have found in the faſhion- 
= able circles. 1699 


{1 But, though he diſregarded the 
ſſmiles of the fair, and paid no atten- 
tion to the preſſing ſolicitations of the 
gay, we muſt not conclude he be- 
came as unmannerly as an Hottentot, 
or ſecluded himſelf * from ſo- 


| ciety. 


| tue 


66 
Solitude might perhaps endeavour 
to eſtabliſh the reign of melancholy in 
his mind: and indeed a picture of 
Lucy, which he had received from 
Mrs. Melfont's hands, as a mark of 
her great regard, when he left O 
Park, often ſeemed to draw a ſigh 
when he gazed upon it, with a mix-. 
ture of concern, of fondneſs, and 
rapture. But, where there is youth 
and vigour, ſuch intruſions are unſuc- 
ceſsful : and the general will ſeldom 
make ſchemes and machinate plans to 
take that fortreſs, which the voice or 
the world, and experience, proclaim 
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ing, ſome time after ſunſet, re- 
turning on foot from a little excurſion 


into the country, accompanied by an 
afficer of the guards, who had for 


ſome time been reckoned in the num- 
ber of his friends, a ſudden. ſuriek, 


expreſſive of diſtreſs, ſtruck his ear as 


he croſſed through Hyde Park, and 
induced him to ſtep. A. repetition of 
this cry, which the ſtillneſs of the 
night, and the fear of danger, render- 
ed more hideous and diſtreſſing, called 
him and' his companion- away from: 
the path, to examine whence che 


He 


( 163; Þ 
He had nat gone many eps "WICK 


he perceived a man lying, on the 


ground and by his repeated groans 
apparently in agonies. He advanced 
before his friend; and, ſeizing a 
ſuffering. man by, the hand, STOR 
t9.raiſe, him from the en. 


In che midi of this, a man ſud- 


denly ruſned from behind a tree, with 
a dagger in his hand, which he aimed 
at Lord: Walford's breaſt. Lord Wal- 
ford, ſeeing the danger in which he 
ſtood, eluded: the blow by; dropping 
the man's hand to the ground; and 
the aſſaſſin having miſſed his aim, and 
diſcharged: his blow in the air, loſt 


the proper equilibrium of his body, 


and fell proſtrate on the ground. He 
lanever ſoon recoyered hin; and; 
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before Lord Walford could make 


defence, he ruſhed upon him with re- 
doubled fury; and aimed a blow ſo dex- 
trouſly, that our hero's fate was decid- 


ed, had not Captain Harriſon (for ſuch 


is the-name of the officer) perceived his 


diſtreſs and defenceleſs ſituation, and 
immediately ſeparated the combatants 
by ftabbing the aſſaſſin in the belly, 


| The blow was well directed: the 
aſſaſſin fell on the ground; while the 
perſon who pretended to be in ago- 
nies conſulted his own ſafety by im- 


| Ty 8 to his heels. 


| * bis ſcuffle had ready Wann num- 
bers around. But while every one 
was anxious to know the cauſes and 
2 conſequences of the quarrel, the 
5 — Hight 


0 -- of 


2 08 


( x65 ) 
fight - of the ruffian indicated his 
guilt, and before he had made his 1305 

cape he was ſafely ſecured. 


The Aying n man was ſo exhauſted 
by the quantity of blood which iſſued 
from the wound, that he was unable 
to articulate one word. He was con- 
veyed into a neighbouring houſe by 
means of Lord Walford, who attend» _ 
ed him with great concern. But, 
alas! what was his aſtoniſhment, when 
he beheld, in the. expiring aſſaſſin, his 
rival in Lucy's affections. He could 
hardly credit it; but it wag Sir George 
Offulton who had thus L046. o 
take _ his life. | | o 


ſv 1 5 
34, ST RO 


Po n Sir Georg) 


| kemed to colle all his ſtrength : and 
; when | 


K * 
wheh he was infofmed the wound was 
Fatal, the indignatibn and diſappoint- 
ment which dwelt on his countenance 
vaniſhed away; and, in the midſt of 
mis agonies, a ſhower of tears enabled 

him to ſay a few words to Lord Wal- 
Ford, and to aſſure him that nothing 

! ut his jealouſy of his many virtues, 
and his conſciouſneſs of his owh per- 
Ady, had urged him to attempt ſo 
Foul a deed. I was well convinced,” 
ſaid he, with a faultering accent, 
< that my treacherous conduct had 
t rendered me deſpicable in the eyes 
ce of Miſs Melfont. She was mine 
de by the: laws of man; but I could 
et not go to her arms, while I ſuſ- 
< pected I had a rival in her eſteem. 
I wiſhed to make a ſacrifice of you 
* 00 c and my jealouſy, but 
. | 1 have 


ST: 
143 


N 267 


« I have fallen in the attempt- For- 
« gixe * wards are thofe of a 


bes * es., 


He had ſcarce uttered this before 5 
he expired: and left Lord Walford 
to mourn over the depravity of hu- 


man nature; and to curſe the day 
that was to behold the agonies which . 


Lucy muſt endure at the unfortunate 


intelligence. 


This declaration ſhewed the guiley 
deſires of the Baronet. But who was 
there who did not execrate him, and 


ſeem to rejoice he was no more, when 


it was known, on the examination of . 


a the priſoner, which paſſed before EY 
Juſtice of peace, that he had been for : 


ſeveral days watching fon. s an pee 8 


* 


4 165 5 | 
nity. of aſſaſſinating Lord Walford; | 


and that he had hired the fellow by a 


conſiderable bribe to accompany him, 
and to counterfeit diſtreſs, to facili- 


| rate the aſſaſſination ? 


| rg 3 accident did not 


fail to give infinite pain to Lord Wal- 


ford. He was at once a prey to fear, 
to remorſe, to love, and to indigna- 
tion. But, in the midſt of his doubts 


and of his anxieties, he wiſhed imme 


diately to repair to C Park, and 
be the bearer himſelf of the news of 
the treachery and of the unworthineſs 


of the Baronet. This however he de- 


clined, and again wiſhed to adopt, 


5 alternately ; from an honeſt convic- 
tion that it would appear in the eyes 
| of * world, and perhaps in thoſe of 


Mrs. 


( 169 ) 


Mrs. Melfont; that he exulted. at the 
diſappointment of Lucy. It was, ne- 


vertheleſs, a diſappointment which, 
for her ſake, he was glad to ſee; as it 


is, to a feeling heart, one of the moſt 


diſagreeable ſenſations, to behold a 
_ perſon, that once has been loved and 
adored, reduced to a condition from 
which ſhe cannot. be delivered,. and. 
tied in chains which nothing but the 
hand of Death can break. 


The former reſolution he was at- 
laſt perſuaded to adopt. It was the 
advice of Captain Harriſon : and as 
this gentleman thought it by far more 


reconcileable to decency and polite- 
neſs to wait. perſonally on Lucy, than, 
to ſuffer fame to be the bearer. of ill- 
natured intelligence, Lord Walford 
"EVO. 1: r _ prepared 
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(9 
prepared on the morrow to viſit 
| Ws Park. 


{ 


8 Ie was a trying moment for his feel- 
5 Ings. But however Captain Harriſon, 


who was now become one of his ad- 


viſers and boſom friends, and who 
himſelf was intereſted in the death of 
EE George Oſſulton, promifed to ac- 
company our hero, and to introduce 


the ſubject with all the delicacy which 


cCircumſtances would permit. 


The reader is no doubt anxious to 
know who this Captain Harriſon, this 


friend of Lord Walford, is: and, to 
ſarisfy his curioſity, he may find a 
_excumſtantial account of every the 
. _. moſt minute matters, which concern 
this gentleman, in the _—_— | 
Chapter. . | 


4 


. 


CHAP. XIII. 


APTAIN Harriſon was a native 
of Hampſhire. In the younger 
part of his life he was devoted to the 
law, that profeſſion which many fol- 
low. but few adorn. Like others of 
the ſame claſs, Mr. Harriſon began - 
to form great expectations, and to 
make himſelf many promiſes. In the 
arguments he ſaw uſed at trials, he 
perceived a deficiency of convincing 
matter; and he had the preſumption 
to aſſert, that he would have redeem- 
ed from the gallows many a man who 
had robbed on the highway, or had 
Sona convicted guilty of murder, if 
M2 — 
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ke had been conſulted, and been per- 
mitted to appear at the bar in his 
defence. . 


But theſe were merely the fumes of * - 
ambition, which could not be ſup= 
ported by the fickleneſs and inſtability 
of the man who uttered them.. 
Before he had reached his twenty. 
'* firſt year, Mr. Harriſon began to 
think the law a dull and: effeminate 
dM profeſſion; and he longed after pur- 
þ | ſuits of a more lively and: of a more 
intereſting nature. Though he Was 
acquainted with the ehicane, and no 
ſtranger to the crafts of an attorney, 
yet he wiſhed to have a more exten- 
five theatre to act upon; and perſon- 
ate a character diffciont from that 


[ 


1 150 which 
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which is continually employed in 
cheating a minor, railing quarrels in 


the family of a neighbour, or taking 
advantage of ignorance and of cre- 
TOW 


He thought that to be diſtin- 


guiſhed in England, is a real im- 
poſſibility: and therefore he deter- 


mined to croſs the Atlantic in purſuit 


of fortune, of adventures, and of re- 


NOWN. . 


He ſold whatever he had in Eu- 
rope; and embarked with the hopes 
of gaining ſoon that affluence, which 
a few years ago the meaneſt mechanic 


found, when, forgetful of his original 
profeſſion, he viſited India, and ac- 


quired by rapine and oppreſſion the 
| M3: appellatio a 
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| appellation of a nabob, and the Gig 
wee of a ee py 


- But how ded! has he | Ilia; Who 
has ſaid that life is but a lottery ls ali. 
The aſpiring ambition of Mr. Harri- 
ſon was ſoon checked in its growth; 

and the man who thought he was : 
+ maſter of more money than a Crœſus, 
and ho expected to rival the fame of 
a Penn, reached the ſhores of Ame- 
rica on a broken plank. 
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LY - The truth is, that, when the ſhip 

came near the coaſt, the lateneſs of 

the hour prevented the crew getting 
aſhore: and while they \ were rejoicing 
they had eſcaped a long, tedious, and 
dangerous voyage, a. ſudden ſtorm 

| drove them back to ſea: and after at- 

tempring, 


— 
2 


— — - 
: — 2 eo 
= 


tempting, during nine days, to wea- 
ther the tempeſt, the ſhip at laſt ſunk. 
under the weight; and Mr. Harriſon 
was one of thoſe few who ſurvived 
the loſs of the veſſel, by clinging to a 
maſt which the tice threw on the ſhore. 


He was now in an unknown coun- 
ty, without friends, without money, 
and deſtitute of all reſources. Yet the 
humanity which pervades every brealt, 
and is congenial to our nature, ſoon: 
_ afforded him relief; and the compaſ- 
ſion of a poor fiſherman conducted 
him, ſhivering with cold, and almoſt 
dead for want of nouriſhment, to the- 
decent habitation of an old gentleman 
on the ſea coaſt, where in a week he 
recovered his ſpirits, and felt his vi- 
gour gradually return 
M 4 1 


6 
But, when he thought on his con- 
dition, he had every thing to dread. 
He could ſay, with ſhipwrecked Si- 
monides, Onmia mecum I have my 
© al with me;“ though he could not 


| boaſt of that accompliſhment, which, 


in days of yore, made the poet the 
friend of the oreat, and the compa- 
nion of kings. 

He had, however, what he thought 
would give him recommendation—a 
winning addreſs, and an infinuating 


ook, from which he expected much. 


Yet he conſidered this as of little uſe 
without money: and as he knew that 


che old man, to whoſe humanity he was 


indebted for his life, had his coffers 
' replete with the rewards of his labour 
| and of his induſtry, 1n the days of his 

youth, 


E 
yduth, he caſt a look of envy towards 
the treaſure, which he could obtain 
only by craft and perfidy. 
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+ _ He ſoon won the confidence of the 
old man's -only daughter, a woman 
both young and amiable, whoſe lau- 
dable ſimplicity, and unaffected man- 
ners, aroſe from a want of connec- 
tion with the world; and the in- I 
nocent and - chriſtian conſciouſneſs, 1 2p : 
that the hearts of others are as i 
pure, and as fen of r as our 
own. 
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A well-diſſembled paſſion foon 
made him maſter of the unſuſpecting 
woman's heart: and the old man, 1 
who thought he diſcovered ſomething MY 
ng in the ſtranger, yielded his 3540 
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daughter to the arms of Mr. Har- 


mn. 


With the hand of the young wo- 
man Mr, Harriſon. gained the confi- 
dence of his father-in-law, to whom 


his own narration, and fabulous ex- 


preſſions, had repreſented his fortune 
as that of a man of great conſequence 
and of reputation. Therefore, while 
he attempted. to give to his wife a 
mutual return of tenderneſs, he did 


not forget the neceſſity which had 
compelled him to become a married 


man, - 


| The old gentleman was eaſily per- 


| fuaded that Mr. Harriſon had repu- 
table. connections in the more inha- 
bid Parts of the country: and he 


gladly 


( 179 ) 
gladly furniſhed him with whatever 
was requiſite for an expedition of a 
few weeks. into the more ſouthern. re- 
Boa of arien. 


8 * „ 1 ' * 


This was the completion of Harms 
fon's wiſhes. He deemed it prudent 
to leave his wife behind, and indeed. 
her fituation- now required it. He 
parted with her with. diſſembled con- 
cern. But while the deluded wo- 
man flattered herſelf that his abſence 


more to reviſit the houſe of his bene- | 
factor; and to forget the duties and 
the fidelity of a huſband 1n. the * 


racter of an * 


* 


He was accompanied by tw In- 
dians, who were to be his guides as 
well 


would be ſhort, he determined never 
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well as his ſervants. Their Aidelity, 
however, was not of the moſt perma- 


nent nature. They had been treated 


more like brutes than men; and the 
tyrannical manner in which Mr. Har- 
tiſon had uſed them, ſerved not a 


little to alienate from him that defe- 


rence, which he believed rough and 
unmannerly behaviour would com- 


mand, rather than e and af- 
ADS 


ROY Harriſon therefore ſoon found 


_ himſelf miſtaken. After he had tra- 
velled ſome hundred miles, in which 


he expected to be coming nearer and 
nearer to the Colonies, the Indians 
carried him towards the weſt; and 
the diſreſpect which they began to 
uſe, now convinced him of his error. 
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To attempt to eſcape was impoſſible; 


a thouſand ſavages ſurrounded him: 
and the character he received from 
the two Indians who had accompa- 
nied him, made them eager to ſacri- 
fice him to > their __ 


The non of ths Gu to 
* 2 feſtival, warned Harriſon 
he was to. be the ſport of the- day, 
and to conclude the feſtivity, after 
being piereed through with arrows. 


This bloody ſacrifice, fortunately for 


Harriſon, was prevented by the ſud 


den appearance- of a number of armed 


Coloniſts, whom the depredations of 
tis end had irritated, 
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25 The Da now intent on theĩr 
defence, forgot their priſoner; and 
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Mr. Harriſon had the good fortune to 


diſcover that he was not the only one 
bo market his liberty; and e 


The 1 moments of liberty which 
univerſal confuſion gave him, were 
not neglected; and he conſulted with 
two other feHow-priſoners to make 
his eſcape, Every thing was pre- 
pared; but the eſcape was retarded | 


, l 
K = = = „ 
= 47 > SE. LE 0s Ret ZE EE EDS» 1 = 
c : 
- — „PPP ——— — j f — _ — 2 — 
2 < N <7} bh SAS SIS: -4 . 7 L 

— wt 25 — — 2 7 * — | 
— 9 — — = — — * 2 - = \ 
z 


— — 22 3 
2 . tn EEE - a 
Lg 3 E 

- pn 


* 1 o _— 3 
—U— — wy 


by one of the priſoners. He had 
Kallen a captive into the hands of the 
ſavages with his ſiſter, whom frater- 
nal regard forbad him to leave be- 
The young lady was unwilling to 
accompany them in their flight, from 
fear But bowever the expoltylation 3 


of 


„ 

of her brother prevailed; and by his 
advice the exchanged her dreſs, and 
made her eſcape in man's clothes. 


They had not proceeded far before 
the ſhouts of the ſavages proclaimed 
their victory, and increaſed the fears 
of Mr. Harriſon and his companions. 
The night, however, prevented a diſ- 
covery; and the eſcape of the Ame=- 
ricans was neglected by the Indians 
in the acquiſition of a new triumph. 


— « 3 


Mr. Harriſon and his companions 
had already been three days away. 
from the hands of the ſavages, when 
they met a party which returned from 
the purſuit of the flying Coloniſts. 
They were ſurrounded even before 
9 83 were apprehenſive of danger; yet 

* 8 they 
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they might have eſcaped, if they had 
not betrayed fear by immediately tak- 
ing to their heels: but the ſavages no 
fooner ſaw them running away than 
they purſued. Their poiſoned arrows 
were ſo dexteroufly ufed, that two of 
the party were ſtopped: by a multipli- 
city of wounds: and the eagerneſs of 
the ſavages. to increaſe their ſpoils, 


by ſtripping thoſe that were fallen, 


made them diſregard the other two, 
who found. a ſafe and ſecret aſylum 


amidſt the boughs and brambles of a. 


wood. 


Mr. Harrifon was one of the ſur- 
vivors, and the diſguiſed female the 
other. They were not apprized of 
the fate of their companions: and in- 
deed, had it not been for the cautian 


and 


x 


T 255 ) 
1d vigilance of Harriſon, the lay 
would have betrayed the place of her 
concealment, from” her N _ 
her brother. ; 25122104 nary. batt 


. 9 * 
" I 
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* and Mr. Harriſon diſſuad- 
ed his female companion from go 
ing back to reviſit the place where 
they had met the ſavages; and told 
her, if her brother were ſafe, he 
would return to the Colonies perhaps 
before them; but, if he were in the 
hands of the ſavages, it would only 


endanger her life, and make her the 


more miſerable, to attempt to learn 
his fate. 


For ſeveral days they continued 
their 3 Journey, which their Ignorance 
Vol. 1 e of 
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uf the country, and their apprehen- 

- fhons, rendered longer, more tedious, 
and diſaſtrous. Common danger un- 
ited them together; and from each 
other's company they ſeemed to find * ⁵ 
inexhauſtible reſources to conquer 
difficulties, and to withſtand that hun- 
ger, which the rare ſpontaneous pro- 
ductions of the earth, and the fruits of 
the trees, could hardly ſatisf. 


- The fight of a friendly habitation 
was, after fuch diſaſters and hair- 
breadth eſcapes, a pleaſing view; and 
they no longer dreaded to find, in 
every human being they _ a mor- 

tal enemy. 


a 
It will be ſufficient to . that WW 
| Mr. "Harriſon accompanied the lady 


to 


(cw ) 


to her habitation, from which ſhe 


had been abſent for upwards of three 
months, where ſhe found her friends 
inconfolable for her loſs. - She en- 
quired after her brother, but to no 


purpoſe he was fallen a- prey'to-the 


er of the favages: and the 


cafioned in the family, was obſcured 
by the lofs af an: only ſom. 


{ Mr. Rane whe was ſtil with- 
out reſources; and whom common 
misfortunes had recommended to 
the notice of the lady, remained 
for ſome time in the family; and in- 
gratiated himſelf ſo much into che 


kemed to ſupply che place of bis ins 


a indeed this ſcene of diſtant: famic 
N 2 liarity 
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( 188 
liarity was concluded by his marriage 
with the old 'gentleman's daughter, 
and his final ſettlement in the coun- 
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- He lived with ſeeming ſatisfaction 
here for the ſpace of three years, and 
began a domeſtie ſcene: of life. His 
father-in-law's poſſeſſions were partly 
in land; and the extenſive. country. 
which he commanded, required the 
activity and vigilance of Mr. Harriſon: 
to ſuperintend his affairs. 
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It was about this: time that civil 
commotions were raiſed in the Colo- 
nies; and that ſpirit of | rebellion, 
which was originally but partial, ſoon 
univerſally inflamed the minds of the 


* Harriſon 


( 189 ) 


claimed with virulence and with ani- 
moſity againſt the meaſures purſued, 
by the mother country, When hoſti- 
lities began, he levied: a company 
of ſoldiers among his tenants, and. 
marched at their head, againſt the 
forces. of the Britiſh court. Theſe 


violent meaſures were ſtrongly but 


unſucceſsfully. eppoſed by the old. 
| gentleman, who breathed. K ſpirit of 


loyalty and affection for the mother 


country. All expoſtulations were 
vain: and rather than to diminiſh, 
ien they ſeemed to increaſe 
them. 


The great coldneſs which now ex- 


iſted. between the old gentleman and 


his i proved the cauſe of | 
937 infinite 


Harriſon was one of thoſe who ex- 
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infinite miſery to the ſenſible heart of 
Mrs. Harriſon: but, if ſhe attempted 
to effect a reconciliation, ſhe was 
treated not only with contempt but 
irn afperity. This rendered her 
more animated as a mediator: but 
her peaceful interceſſion was ſoon! at 
an end. She had the curioſity to 
viſit her huſband in his head quar- 
ters: but the ſhock ſhe received can 
better be conceived than deſcribed, 
when' ſhe found him in the arms of a 
proftitute. With indignation ſhe re- 
fired from lis preſence; and fo much 
| diſmayed wasfhein conſequenceof this, 
that ſhe fell ill on her return home, and 
a few days after died in childbed. 


The old gentleman, 


$2 
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* * 


ä  njaſtedtbim from his Get, and. fought | 


- 


another more worthy to inherit his 
poſſeſſians, and bear his name. The 
|  aafottunate Mrs. Harriſon, and her 
MM vntimely. offspring, were buried in 
one grave; and her tomb was not 
even viſited, or her death mourned, 
by her faithlefs huſbdand. A 


Harriſon, who now found his inte- 
reſt diminiſnhed, and his ſtandard for- 
ſaken, for want of reſources, aſſumed 
the habit of a deſerter; and by eſtab- 
liſhing falſe claims, and making uſe 
of fraudulent meaſures, obtained the 
appellation of a royaliſt: and, on pre- 
tence of having loſt immenſe territo- 
ries, while he wiſhed to ſupport the 
ſinking intereſt of Great Britain in 
America, he made his peace with the 
miniſter, 
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ailttiſter, and paſſed over to England; 


Where, in compenſation for his pre- 


*ended loſſes, and the great ſacrifices 
the had made, he was Tewarded with 


the pay and n of a 214-0 


59 vas aer life ed „ to 
his corrupted inclinations. In the ex- 


tent of the capital he could gratify 
the moſt ſenſual deſires, and put into 
execution the vileſt and moſt inhuman 


plans; and acquire that renown. which 
is generally paid, as a meritorious re- 
ward, to diſſipation, effeminacy, riot, 
and debauchery. His inſinuating ad- 
dreſs was of the moſt eſſential ſervice 
to him; and indeed it was to that he 
as indebted for the reception he met 
with at the tables of the great and 
| _ who tao often deſpiſe the 


My aa ay Lo 


vulgar, 


n 

rulg gar, while their minds and their 
actions betray a meanneſs and a 
vulgarity, which the loweſt of the 
mob would be aſhamed to own. 


It was, therefore, a willingneſs to 
pleaſe, which firſt recommended Cap- 
tain Harriſon to the notice of the 
Duke of - and it was at the 
table of that illuſtrious peer, firſt, | 
that Lord Walford was made ac- 
quainted with this very eccentric 
character. 


Harriſon well knew the fortune of 

Lord Walford, and therefore it was : 
2 double advantage to him to fre- 
quent his company, and to be in the 
number of his friends. It was thus 
that Lord Walford encouraged the 

vol. 1. 0 fami- 


familiarities of Captain Harriſon; and 


friendſhip, Harriſon took every op- 


ance, and to enſure himſelf the 
young nobleman's regard. 


t „ i 


while the youth of our hero was far 
from ſuſpecting the profeſſions of 


portunity to increaſe his acquaint. 


END OF vob. I. 


